
RESOLUTION OF THE 
NAABIK'IYATI' STANDING COMMITTEE 

NABIAP-11-23 

25th NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL -- First Year, 2023 

AN ACTION RELATING TO RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT AND NAABIK'IYATI' 
COMMITTEES; RESCINDING RESOLUTION NABIJA-05-20 "OPPOSING H.R. 2181 
AND S. 1079, 'THE CHACO HERITAGE AREA PROTECTION ACT OF 2019', 
UNTIL SUCH TIME AS THE BUFFER ZONE SURROUNDING CHACO CULTURAL 
NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK IS REDUCED TO FIVE (5) MILES;" OPPOSING 
THE WITHDRAWAL OF APPROXIMATELY 351,000 ACRES OF PUBLIC LAND 
SURROUNDING CHACO CANYON 

WHEREAS: 

A. The Navajo Nation established the Resources and Development 
Committee as a Navajo Nation Council standing committee and as 
such empowered the Resources and Development Committee with 
authority to establish Navajo Nation policy with respect to 
the optimum utilization of all Navajo Nation resources and to 
protect the rights, interests, sacred sites and freedoms of 
the Navajo Nation and People to such resources, now and for 
future generations. 2 N.N.C. §§ S00(A) and (C) (1). 

B. The Navajo Nation established the Naabik'iyati' Committee as 
a Navajo Nation Council standing committee and as such 
empowered Naabik'iyati' Committee to coordinate all federal 
programs and to assist and coordinate all requests for 
information, appearances and testimony relating to federal 
legislation impacting the Navajo Nation. 2 N.N.C. §§ 700(A), 
701(A)(4), 70l(A)(6). 

C. The Navajo Nation has a government-to-government relationship 
with the United States of America, Treaty of 1868, Aug. 12, 
1868, 15 Stat. 667. 

D. The Navajo Nation Council approved Naabik' iyati' Committee 
Resolution NABIJA-05-20, titled, "OPPOSING H. R. 2181 AND S. 
1079, 'THE CHACO HERITAGE AREA PROTECTION ACT OF 2019', UNTIL 
SUCH TIME AS THE BUFFER ZONE SURROUNDING CHACO CULTURAL 
NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK IS REDUCED TO FIVE ( 5) MILES" on 
January 23, 2020, which is attached as Exhibit 1. 

E. The purpose of Resolution NABIJA-05-20 was to oppose federal 
legislation proposing a ten-mile buffer zone around Chaco 
Canyon and to offer a five-mile buffer zone as an alternative. 

F. While the 24 th Navajo Nation Council sought to minimize negative 
economic impacts with a smaller buffer zone, the 25 th Navajo 
Nation Council is concerned that any buffer zone, in addition 
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to the withdrawal of public land, will have a detrimental 
impact to Navajo Nation allottees by preventing the development 
of new oil and gas resources on allotments as a result of the 
allotments being landlocked. 

G. The Navajo Nation Chapters of Pueblo Pintado, Whitehorse Lake, 
Lake Valley, and Nageezi (the "Chapters") have expressed 
opposition to land withdrawal and the imposition of any buffer 
zone around Chaco Canyon. 

H. The Chapters submitted resolutions in opposition to a buffer 
zone as follows: 

1. Resolution of Pueblo Pintado, PPC-02-2023-022, attached as 
Exhibit 2; 

2. Resolution of Whitehorse Lake, WHLC-2-22-033, attached as 
Exhibit 3; 

3. Resolution of Lake Valley, LVC-FEB12-029, attached as 
Exhibit 4; and 

4. Resolution of Nageezi, NC-23-032, attached as Exhibit 5. 

I. The Chapters recognize the detrimental economic impact to the 
Navajo allottees should a buffer zone of any size be imposed 
around Chaco Canyon. If a buffer zone is adopted, the Navajo 
allottees who rely on the income realized from oil and gas 
royalties will be pushed into greater poverty. 

J. Pueblo Pintado and Nageezi Chapters also challenge the need 
for a buffer zone based on the current fence line that serves 
as a boundary to safeguard Chaco Canyon, as indicated in 
Exhibits 2 and 5, respectively. 

K. The 25 th Navajo Nation Council wishes to support the Navajo 
Nation members who hold allotted land in the area around Chaco 
Canyon and allow those members to maximize their economic 
interests. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 

A. The Navajo Nation rescinds Resolution NABIJA-05-23 titled, 
"OPPOSING H.R. 2181 AND S. 1079, 'THE CHACO HERITAGE AREA 
PROTECTION ACT OF 2019', UNTIL SUCH TIME AS THE BUFFER ZONE 
SURROUNDING CHACO CULTURAL NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK IS REDUCED 
TO FIVE (5) MILES." 
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B. The Navajo Nation opposes the United States intent of 
withdrawing approximately 351,000 acres around Chaco Canyon, 

C. The Navajo Nation does not support a buffer zone around Chaco 
Canyon. 

CERTIFICATION 

I, hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was duly considered 
by the Naabik'iyati' Committee of the 25 th Navajo Nation Council 
at a duly called meeting in Window Rock, Navajo Nation (Arizona), 
at which a quorum was present and that the same was passed by a 
vote of 15 in Favor, and 01 Opposed, on this 27 th day of April 
2023. 

~ ~ 
c _ _:__ '---c-;: 

Honorable Crystalyne Curley, Chairwoman 
Naabik'iyati' Committee 

Date 

Motion: Honorable Norman M. Begay 
Second: Honorable Brenda Jesus 

Chairwoman Crystalyne Curley not voting 
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EXHIBIT 

Ii 
NABIJA-05-20 

RESOLUTION OF THE 
NAABIK'IYATI' STANDING COMMITTEE OF THE 

24th NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL -- Second Year, 2020 

.AN ACTION RELATING TO RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT .AND NAABIK'IYATI' 
COMMITTEES; OPPOSING H.R. 2181 AND S. 1079, "THE CHACO HERITAGE 
AREA PROTECTION ACT OF 2019", UNTIL SUCH TIME AS THE BUFFER ZONE 
SURROUNDING CHACO CULTURAL NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK IS REDUCED TO 
FIVE (5) MILES 

WHEREAS: 

A. The Navajo Nation established the Resources and Development 
Committee as a Navajo Nation Council standing committee and as 
such empowered the Resources and Development Committee with 
authority to establish Navajo Nation policy with respect to 
the optimum utilization of all Navajo Nation resources and to 
protect the rights, interests, sacred sites and freedoms of 
the Navajo Nation and People to such resources, now and for 
future generations. 2 N.N.C. §§ 500 (Al and (C) (1). 

B. The Navajo Nation established the Naabik' iyati' Committee as 
a Navajo Nation Council standing committee and as such 
empowered Naabik' iyati' Commit tee to coordinate all federal 
programs and to assist and coordinate all requests for 
information, appearances and testimony relating to federal 
legislation impacting the Navajo Nation. 2 N.N.C. §§ 700 (A), 
701 (A) (4), 701 (A) (6). 

C. The Navajo Nation has a government-to-government relationship 
with the United States of America, .Treaty of 18 68, Aug. 12, 
1868, 15 Stat. 667. 

D. H.R. 2181 and S. 1079, are identical pieces of legislation in 
the House and Senate of the United States 116th Congress, 1s~ 

Session, that are intended to enact the Chaco Cultural Heritage 
Area Protection Act of 2019 (nActH) for the purpose of 
protecting archeological, sacred, and historic resources 
located throughout the Greater Chaco region, which spans the 
States of New Mexico, Arizona, Utah, and Colorado. H.R. 2181 
attached as Exhibit A. S. 1079 altached as Exhibit B. 
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E. H.R. 2181 was introduced by a New Mexico delegation of 
Congressman Lujjn, with Congresswomen Torres-Small and Haaland 
and Congressman Grijalva; S. 1079 was introduced by New Mexico 
Senators Udall and Heinrich. 

F. While the Act recognizes archaeological, sacred, and historic 
resources located throughout the Greater Chaco region, 
spanning the States of New Mexico, Arizona, Utah and Colorado, 
the Navajo Nation'.s cultural connection and affiliation to the 
Greater Chaco Canyon area is omitted and the role of Chaco 
Canyon in Navajo life and ceremony is ignored. 

G. The Act notes that many Pueblos and Indian 
cultural affiliation with the Chacoan people, 

Tribes claim 
but does not 

recognize the Navajo Nation even though the greater part of 
the "Chacoan World" is within the boundaries of the Navajo 
Nation reservation and aboriginal territory, primarily in the 
Eastern Navajo Agency. 

H. The Act does not include any plans to protect sites other than 
Chacoan sites even though there are literally hundreds, if not 
thousands, of historic and contemporary places within the 
proposed 10-mile buffer zone where traditional Navajo 
ceremonies have taken place; where traditional Navujo 
offerings are made ( sacred places, s·uch as springs, rock 
formations); where sacred and herbal medicines and foods are 
collected by Navajo people. The use of these sacred places, 
plants and water resources can be traced through the teachings 
and traditions that came from the Chacoans who became certain 
Navajo clans. See Report by Navajo Nation Heritage and 
Historic Preservation Department attached as Exhibit C. 

I. The Act does not recognize Navajo ceremonial and cultural 
traditions even though there are many present-day Navajo Holy 
Way (Diyin k'ehgo) ceremonies that can trace a part of their 
origins to Chaco Canyon or Chacoan Outliers. These ceremonies 
include: • 'Ats~ji (Eagle Way) • Dine binilchi'ji (Navajo Wind 
Way) • DziH:'iji (Mountain Top Way) • Na'at'oyee (Shooting 
Way) • T6ee (Water Way) • Tl' eej i (Night Way) • Anaa' j i (Enemy 
Way). Exhibit C. 
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J. The Navajo Nation has been an exemplary steward of the cultural 
resources throughout Navajo lands, including the area around 
Chaco Canyon, and has a history of working to protect 
archaeological, sacred, and historic resources located in the 
Greater Chaco region. For example, between 1992 and 2014, the 
Navajo Nation Historic Preservation Department had a Chaco 
Protection Sites Program whose primary objective was to 
oversee Chaco Protection Sites on Navajo land. The Program 
was authorized by Congress pursuant to P.L. 96-550 which 
identified thirty-nine (39) Chaco "great houses" with more 
than half of such "great houses" located on Navajo lands. The 
remainder of the "great houses~ are spread amongst U.S. Forest 
Service (USFS), Bureau of Land Management (BLM), State of New 
Mexico, and private lands. Exhibit C. 

K. The Chaco Protection Sites Program was administered through a 
cooperative agreement with the National Park Service (NPS) 
wherein the Navajo Nation and the NPS both agreed to 
"coordinate and mutually assist in protection and resource 
management actions" within the Chacoan Canyon NPS unit and on 
Navajo lands and to comply with all applicable Federal and 
Tribal laws in the preservation of historic and prehistoric 
sites. Exhibit C. 

L. The Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) and BLM are bound by the 
National Historic Preservation Act (1966, as amended) to 
identify and manage cultural resources within their 
jurisdictions and on federal lands, the BIA (for Individual 
Indian Allotments) and the BLM are required to consult with 
the Navajo Nation on any effects of mineral extraction 
activities on cultural resources. Exhibit C. 

M. The Act's restrictions on extraction operations within the ten 
mile buffer will have a severe negative economic impact on 
Navajos owning allotted lands within the buffer zone whose 
livelihood is derived from royalty payments for oil and gas 
development on their individually-owned lands. 

N. While the Act says it will not affect the mineral rights of an 
allottee, it will not allow the people to capitalize on their 
resources because they will not be able to transport the 
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resources out. The Navajo Nation and the people should be 
compensated for the loss of opportunity. 

O. All the needed improvements for the Navajo communities are 
ruled out in advance. Which will make it harder to serve the 
Navajo people and provide _a better quality of life. 

P. Navajo Nation local governments in and near the Act's impact 
area, i.e., Huerfano Chapter, Lake Valley Chapter, Nageezi 
Chapter, Pueblo Pintado Chapter, White Rock Local Government, 
and Eastern Navajo Agency Council, all fear the severe negative 
economic consequences to their Navajo members livelihood, 
sustainability and well-being that will be imposed on their 
communities by the Act's 10 mile buffer zone; and have passed 
resolutions, attached as Exhibit D, imploring that the buffer 
zone to be reduced to five (5) miles. 

Q. A data page from the Federal. Indian Minerals Office is attached 
as Exhibit E. 

R. The Federal Indian Minerals Office has supplied the figures on 
the number of allottees who are affected by the 10 mile buffer 
zone and the proposed 5 mile buffer zone. See Exhibit E. 

S. HR-1158, The Consolidated Appropriations Act 2020; PLl 16-93 
approved funding for $1 million dollars for a Cultural 
Resources Study within the proposed 10-mile buffer zone. The 
Navajo Nation requests the Department of Interior to allocate 
the majority of this funding for a Navajo cultural resources 
study as this proposed 10-mile buffer is entirely within Navajo 
Nation lands and jurisdiction. The Navajo Nation also requests 
BLM to provide an updated map of the proposed 10-mile and S
mile buffer zone compromise, outlining the number of Navajo 
allot tees that will be affected by this buffer zones. The 
Navajo Nation also requests the Department of Interior to 
complete official Tribal Consultation on the Navajo Nation. 

T. The Navajo Nation finds it in the best long-term interests of 
the Navajo People and their communities that the Act's buffer 
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zone surrounding the Chaco Culture National Historical Park be 
reduced to 5 miles. 

U. The Navajo Nation finds it in the best long-term interests of 
the Navajo People and their communities to oppose the Act until 
such time as the buffer zone surrounding the Chaco Culture 
National Historical Park is reduced to 5 miles. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 

A. The Navajo Nation respectfully opposes "The Chaco Heritage Area 
Protection Act Of 2019", H.R. 2181 and S. 1079, until such time 
as the buffer zone surrounding Chaco Cultural National 
Historical Park is reduced to five (5) miles. 

B. The Navajo Nation respectfully requests the United States 
Congress and Senate, specifically Congressmen Lujan and 
Grijalva, Congresswomen Torres-Small and Haaland, and Senators 
Udall and Heinrich, to take all steps necessary to amend H.R. 
2181 AND S. 1079 so that the buffer zone surrounding Chaco 
Cultural National Historical Park is reduced to five (5) miles. 

CERTIFICATION 

I, hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was duly considered 
by the Naabik' iyati' Committee of the 24 th Navajo Nation Council 
at a duly called meeting in Window Rock, Navajo Nation (Arizona), 
at which a quorum was present and that the same was passed by a 
vote of 18 in Favor, and 01 Opposed, on this 23 rd day of January 
2020. 

Motion: Honorable Vince James 
Second: Honorable Elmer P. Begay 

Chairman Seth Damon not voting 
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22 sh1111lcl 1,,, 1111dl'l'lak1•11- to add1·1•ss lll'altl1, safrt.,·. :11111 

23 1·11v11'111111w111nl i11q1;11•t, 011 1•111111111111ilil':-- ;111tl i111t-n•sls 

.2-1 111' 1'11l'lilo-. 1111d l11tli:i11 Tril,.•s i11 tit,· (;1•,•;1l1'I' ('11111·,1 

:25 l;111d-..1·,qw 
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3 t 1) t '11\'l-:Ht-:11 1.E.\:--E-'1'111' 11•1·111 "1•11\'1•r,·d 

5 l:111d-

6 (.\) 011 wliii-11 d1·illi11~ opt•1·atio11s 1111,·1• 1io1 

7 ltl'1·11 1·1111111w111·1•d lwf'1,n· t !11• 1•1id 1Jf tlw pl'i111111·y 

8 I 1•1·111 111" t lw upplic·Hhlt- lc•11s1•: 

9 (I~ l t l1at is 1111I f'1'1Hlttc'i11µ- oil 111• J.!IIS ill p:t,\'· 

10 i11g- q11n111itiPs: a11d 

11 (l ') that is 110I s11li,i1TI to a \'lllid 1·001w1·:i-

)2 ti,·I' ,,i- 1111it pl.111 111" d,·n•lop1111•111 01· 11p1•1·nti1 • 11 

13 c·1·1·tiri,·d l>y tit,· :-;,.l·ret111·y l11 lw llt'<'PSSIII'.\". 

14 t:..!l !•'1-:rnm.,1. 1..,:--n.-
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1.\ 1 1~ 1:1-::-:1m.,1..-'l'lw t1•r111 "F1·d,•1·;il 

laud" 11w:111s-

•1111 'lllll Ill 

( 1 • all_\· F1•d1·1·;tl laud 111· i11ll·1·,·sl 111 

F,·d,·rnl 11111d 1 hat i, \\'it lii11 t lw l1111111da1·i,·, 

of tlw ( 'lnwo I '11lt111·:tl l l1•rit:1g-1• \\'itl1drnwal 

(ii) a11y (;t11d cw i111 .. 1·c·sl i11 ln11d !11-

1 '11l1111·:tl l l1•ri1:i~1• \\'itlid1·:1\\'al .\1·1•,1. m; di'· 

pi1·t1·d 011 till' :\lap. th11t is ,wq11i1•pd I,.,. tlw 
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( H) l~.X< 'LI ·s111~ .-'£'l11.• ll•r111 "F1•cl1·rn I 

3 s1•1•1i1111 :ritii", 111' tit Ii· :1~. l'11itvtl St11t1·s < 'otll•). 

4 i:\l :\I.\I' -'l'lw lt•l'lll ··:\l;q," 11w:111s tlw 111:ip 

5 p1·Pp;1n·d It.,· 1 lw B111·1•;111 111' L;illll :\laii;1J.!1·11w11t 1•11ti-

6 1 l,·tl "( '11""" < '111111r:il I l1•rit11g-1· \Vitl1cl1·m\'lil ,\r1•H" 

7 1111d tl:it1•d Ap1·il :.!. :.!II I !I. 

9 tilt' ~,·1·1·1·t.11·y 111' tlw 11111-ri,w. 

JO SEC. ·I. \\'ITlll>H/\\\'AL OF C'EUTAIN FEI>EIL\L l .. A.NU IN TIU: 

11 STAT[.; Ol' NEW MEXICO. 

1-l ( I l all r .. 1·111, 111' ,·11I r:,, Hp[Jroprial io11, arnl di:-.-

I:..'. J l,wal io11, ,•1111·.,· • .111tl pal 1•111 1111111·1· 111111111g 

17 lnws: :111il 

18 ( :: l up,·rnt i1111 111' t Ill' 111i11t•ntl h•11si11~·. 111i1ll'rnl 

20 t ld .\ \'.\I I..\HI l.l'l'Y t IF :\I.\I' -Th,• :\lap ,.;ltall lH" 111:111,· 

21 11\'llil11hl1• 1'111' i11 ... p1•1•t i1111 :ti t•;11·li npp1·1qlf'ii1!1• 11f'fi1•1• or tit•· 

22 I ~,11·1•,111 111' l ,n11d .\l:111a!.!t'lltt•11t . 
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11111d \\'itl1, :111 Indian 'l'l'il11• i11 ,1t•1•ord:111C·1• \\'ill1 ;1 r1•s11111·1·1• 

2 111:t1111g,•t111•11t plan tltnl is apprn,·1•d .ts ,.i· till' datt> 111" 1•11:ll'l-

-t '""'·is1·cl i11 ,11·1·01·da111·1· ,,·itli tlw F1·tl1·1·1tl La11d P11li1·y a11d 

5 '.\l,lllill,!.c'IIJl'll1 :\1·t 111" l ~!iii { ·t:I l '.!·U '. 1711 l l'1 s1•q.) n11cl 

Cl ;111.,· 11I l11·r :ippli1·ahlt• lmr. 

7 SEC. 5. OIL AND GAS LEASt•: !\1ANAGl•:!'tmNT. 

10 ( l l shnll ;111to111at i1·11II.,· t1•rt11i11;11t· t,_,. 11p1•1·:1t io11 

11 111" l;1,,· p11rs11a11I 111 s1•1·ti1111 171,·! 111" till' ~li111•ml 

12 L1•nsi1tl-! .\1·1 1:m 1·.s.1·. :!:Wt1•ll u11d suhp11rt :no:-. 

l J 111" tit Ii· 1:~. l '11tlc• 111" 1",•d,·1·:tl Hl':.,!"ltlat i1111s (or s111•-

14 c·c·ss111' 1·t•g1il11li1111s): a111I 

1.5 ('.!) 111ay 11111 ),., c•xt1·111!1•d by till' Sc·,·n·IHry. 

) (1 1 I 1) \\' rrr 1111 L\ \\".\I. t IF '1'1-:1rn I :0-: .\ 'I' Ell, H 1-:1.1 :-,..'Ill '1:-:111-: ll. 

17 111< .\nwrni-:11 I ,1-:.,:-;1-:s.-:\11_,. p1w1 i1111 or l lw 1-'l'th•nd 11111d 

18 s11l>jl'd 111 n 1·0,·1•1'1·d l1•.ts1• 1t•r111in11t<'d 1111d1·r subs1•1·t i1111 (ii) 

19 01· 11lltt•r\\·is,· ,,r n·li11quislll'd or :wq11in·tl I,.,. till' I '11i11•d 

20 Stat,•-.: 1111 111· :1ft1·1" tli,• tl:it,• of Pt1at'l1111•11I 111" thi, .\l'I i:-; 

21 wit l1dnl\\ 11 1'1·,,111-

.,., I I 1 :di l"t1n11s ,,1· 1·11t1·:,·. o1ppr11pi-iati1111, a11d di:---

. 23 pos11I ,111tl1•1· 1 Ill' p11hlil' lit11d 111\\'s: 

(:..!i l,walio11. ,·11t1·y. ;111,l p:it1·11t 1111tl,·n11i11it1!.! 

25 la\\s; ;111d 

•lilt :lll:!I Ill 
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(:ll 111n·rnti1111 ol' tlw 111irll'1·nl h•11si11g-, 111i1w1·1d 

2 lllllll'l'ials, 1111d g·1•11t lw1·m11I lt•Hsi11g- la\\'s. 

3 SEC. U. l•:FJ,'ECT. 

4 ~11tlii11:.: i11 tl11:- .\1'1-

5 ( 1) aff1·1·ts .1 lw 111i1lt'ral ri:.!"111 :-. 111' · a11 l 11di.111 

6 T1·il11• or 11wntlH•J' ,,1· ;111 l11di:111 T1·il11• 111 t1·11sl 11111d 

7 111· ,dint llll'llt l.1111I; 111· 

8 !:..!) pn•c·l11d1•s i11qw11,·1·1111·111s 111,111' i-i;.::ltts-111'-\\'a.,· 

l) 1'11r \\'il11•1·. l'""'''I', 111' ruitd d1•n·lop1111·111 1111. till' F,•d-

) 0 1•r;il la11d 111 assist 1•111111111111ili1·s ad_j;l!'Plll 111 nr i11 tlw 

11 vi1·i11it.,· 111' 1111• F,·d,·rnl l:111d. 
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EXHIBIT 

B 

To Jl'"\1d1· f,., ti, .... ,tl11!1·;1wttl ,11,,( 1,·,,!,·•·11"11 "' ,•.•1·1.,i11 F,-d,·r11l l.11,d 11, 

ti,,· ~l~•t,, ql .\,~" .\f,,,.i•'" 

I:--: Tl I 1-: :--:E:'\.\TE < IF Tl IE I.:'\ ITl•:J I S'l'.\'J'E:--: 

.\l'IW. ~!.~Ill" 

11 

~Ir 1·1,.11.1 tfor 11111,"•il· :111,I ~l,· 111-:1:-.1,1,·11, i1111·,,,h1t.·1•d ,1 ... r .. 11 .. ,l'llli.! !iii!. 
,~·hu·li •.\.1~ H·.1tl·1,n,-,• .111d n•f,•1·1••d l11 1111· t'jHnttull,•p 1111 t-:u•••~~· ;11111 ., .. , .. 

,,r:il l{,,.,,,.,1·1·,·~ 

A BILL 
To JH'o\'id1• t'11r th•· \\"itlidr;1\\·;d :ind pru1t-1·1io11 uf' t·1•r1:1i11 

l-',·d,·1·,tl laud i11 tit•· ~tat,· "r :,:,.,\. :\lt•xi1·11 

/:,·it, 1,,,,-1,,1 l1y t/11 ,-.:., 11111, 1111,i !/n11.-.:,· or h'1pus, ,1111-

3 SECTIO:-: I. SIIOHT TITLE . 

..t Tl11, .\,·t 111:1y 111· ,·it,·d a:-. 1111' "l 'li:wo < '11lt111·,tl l l"1·it-

6 SEC. 2. FlNDl!'mS. 
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g11111. wlti<·li :--p1111, l lw :-,;, :it •.-s ol' ~••\\' :'11,•x.i(•o. ~\ri-

., z,111;1. l "t.ili. and I 'ol1lf'a,I". 

::; t~l tit,· l'la.wo 1'11lt11n· ~ati111111l llii-.tcll'it·al l':11·k. 

4 a llllll ol' Ill" ~;1l1n11iil ]';irk Sysll'lll ;i11d a l"11il1•d 

5 :'\;11 ions Ed1wat io11al. ~,•i1•11t ifir- a11d ( '11)1 lll'al ( l1·ga11i-

(1 z111 io11 \\'nl'lcl I l1•1·itn).!•· Sit,·. i., loww11 arrn111d ti,,, 

7 \\', ,r), 1--
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i .\ I r .. 1· 11111111-,1111:· l111ilcl111u~ 1'011"11'11/'ll'd 

Ii, tlw I '11111·11,111 1"'"111•· tlwt Hl'I' still s1,mdilll.!: 

llllll 

( H) ;is I Ill' 111T\'1• 1·,:111,•1· 111' ii 1•1tlt111·1· 1 lwt 

"lll"•·:id t lJ1·1111~l11111t a11d dn111i11:1t1•d t '11• F11111· 

1 • .. 1·1w1·-. .11·,·i1 ol11ri11!,.!' tlw !Ith. 111th. rn,d 1 ltl, 

1·,•11111ri,•,; 

I(, .. r n1.ub itlld ;1 lll'l\\11rL nf \'ill.t!.!('S, slll'i1w:--. a11d ('11111· 

I~ 1,i,·111:111_,. 1'11,•l1l11,.; a11.t lndi:111 T1·ili,•, 111 ti,,· 

JIJ l•'p111· I '11l'lwr-,.; .11·,·;i 1·l:1i111 1·11lt111·;il affili:iti1111 witli . 

.:!II u111I ,.·,.,. ,l,·s,,,.,,,1,.,1 f'r,1111, ti..- ( 'li.11•,,,111 l''""J>I••; 

21 ,·,, 11i,, l.i111b1•:1p,· an11111d tit,, ('lw,•11 !'11lt11r,· 

,S 11171' I!°' 
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1!-~1 i11 :!OJ::. \\.I~, ,·,·r11ri,·d ;is .tll l11lt-1'· 



( 7 l t lw ( :r1·uti-1· l 'ha,·11 la111ls1·apt• i11 tli,• St11!1- of 

2 ~••\\' :'\l1·:,;i1·11 1·xt,·11ds l11•yn11CI ( 'h111'11 ( '11lt111·1 1 :\'11tio1wl 

3 11 i1-,I 11ri1·11I I 11ll'k 1111d 1•1wo111p11sst•s-

4 ! .\) l1wal 1•01111111111il i1•s, itll'lt1dit1i! l'tll'l1l11s 

5 .i 11d I 11d ia 11 'l'rih\':-.; :111d 

6 1 n l puhli1· lm1d. \\'hi1·h i1wlt1rll',; a<ldil iortal 

8 t ,._ I f'n1· 11,·,•r 11 IJ ~·t·111·:-., t lw F1•d1•1·11I U11,·1•f'llllll'III 

9 lrn:,; l'l'l'lll,.:1li1.1•d I l11· i111porta111•1· or 1111· an•a ill wlii1'11 

I I lti..;trll'i•· n11d s:11·1·,·d sit,• . ..; i11 tlw :11·1•.r. i111·lt1di11g-

12 l .\ I t 'l1a1·11 ( ·:111,\'on, \\'lli1•li was d1•si)...'1Wf1•d 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 
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a:- .i ,:\at i111nil ;\)11111111 ... 11I in I !1117 a11tl as tlil' 

t'l1.11·11 t'11ltun· :--.:ati1111al llis1111·i1·.tl Park 111 

1 !1~11: 

;1s .i :\:11 i1111nl :\l111111111t•11t i11 I !l:!:l ;ind 1•x1n111tl1•d 

It' 1 t 111' :{!I < 'luw11 t '11l1111·1· .\n·llt'11!11J!i1•;il 

21 (!I) 1·,•1•111-!11i;,,1•s tlHtl tl11• :-.t:i111l111·d t'n1· 'l'r·ilml 1'1111· 

22 s11l1 ;1t i1111 rs ,,111 li1wd i11 E:-.1•1·111 i,·1· < lrcl1•1· l :117t, (:2t, 

")'"' __ , 1 · _:,-;_(' .·,:;o 1 1111ll-; n·lat i11µ- '" 1·1111s11lti1I i1111 awl <·11-

2-4 ,,1·di11:1t11111 \\'itl1 l111li:111 T,·ili:d g11,·1•1·1111w11t:-.1: 
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l 111) t':--:lt-11sin• 11:1111rnl µ:is d,•n·lt1p1t1t•lll has 111•-

2 1•111T1•d i11 1111' <fr,•all"t' ( 'lin1·11 1·1•g·11111 that a1T1•1·t tlw 

3 111·1111 Ii. saf,·ty. 1•1·111111111i,·s, ;111d 1(11:dity Ill' )if',, or hll'nl 

4 1•111111111111it i1•s; 

5 ( 11) 1·<'111·\\'t•d i1111•1'l'st in oil 1•xpl11rntin11 c111d prn-

6 1hwt11111 \,·itlii11 tit" ~l:1111-wJllall11p Sli:ili· play has i11-

7 1•1·1•11sc•d I Iii• p,>T1·nt inl for-
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9 

10 

1 1 
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13 

14 

(.\) si1.n1ifi1·a11.t i111p1wts 1111 1·t•su111·c·l'S 1111d 
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t ic111:d I Iist1wi1·al I 'ark: and 

(In ;1dditi111rnl i111p:t1'1S 1111 l,wnl ('1111111111-

llil ic•s 111 tlH' 01·1•;111'1' ( 'l1;11•11 1·1•gw11, i111·l11di11g 

l'11t"l1l11s 1111d l11clia11 Trihi•s: 

t 1 :!) a 1ui111•ral wit hd1·;1\\'al 111 tlrl' la11ds(•11p1• 

15 :in111ud tlw ('lia1·0 ('11lt111· .. :,..:111i1111nl llist11ril'al l',11·k 

16 wo11ld p1·1•,·1·11t h•.ising a 11d d1•,·c•l11pu11•11t i11 1 Jr,, i1111111•-

l 7 di:111• ,11·c·n s111To1111di11g 1111' ( 'lt111·11 ( 'nlt1t1·c- :'\11ti1111nl 

18 llistot'i1•1tl l':11·k, whi1·l1 \\'1111ld p1·11t1•1·t 1·1•sn111·c·1•s ;111d 

19 ,·isit11r 1•xp1•ri1·111•ps al tll\' ( '11:wo ( 'ullt11·t• .:'\ntio1111I 

20 I list111·i,·1d l '.cdc t111.J 

21 11:~1 i11l1litioll/tl st111li,·s 1111d pl'11l1•1·li\'1• 1111•11s1trl's 

22 sl1111tld lie• 11111l1•rtak1•11 t11 ndd1·,·:-:s 111':tlt l1. s;11'1•t.,·. 1111d 

23 1•11,·i1·11111111·11t11l i111pn1·ls 1111 1•111111111111ili1•s 1111tl i11l1·1·1•sts 

24 111' l'111•l1l11s ;1llll l11di.111 '1'1·il1t•s i11 1111• (h·l':Jtl'I' <'h:11•11 

25 In 11ds1•;q H ', 
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( 1) ( ·, ,,·1-:Hl-:I) l.t-:,\:,.;J,:.-'1'111· !1·1'111 "1•11\'t'l't'd 

la11d-

•S 10711 IS 

t.\) 011 \\'l1i1·h drilli11,: 11p1•1·at i1111s l1m·1• 11111 

lw1•11 l'OIIIIIIC'lll't'd l11•f111·1· tlr,· 1•11tl or till' pri111111-:-,· 

h'nll or I h,· i1ppli1·1t1,1 .. lt·as,•: 

( H l I Ital j.., 11111 p1·1Hltll'il1)! oil 111· i,r11s Ill pa,,·

i11~.:: q11;r11I it i1•s; :11111 

(( ') 111:11 is 1111( s11l>,i,•1·t 111 a ,·1tlid 1•11u1w1·,1-

1 i,·,, 111· 1111i1 pla11 lll' d«'\'l•lopl11PIII 1,1· op1•r:11 i1111 

1·1•1·1 ifi1•d I>.,· 1111· S1•1•r\'lary lo l>1• 111•1·1•ssa1·.Y. 

(:!l l-'Ellf-:11.\I. l .. \~I>-

(.\ l I:--: , :1-:-.: 1rn.,1..-'1'l1t• t,•r111 ··F,•d1•nil 

l:11,cl" llh'illl1'-

( i I a11_,. l•\·d,·1·,il la11d 111· i11t1•1·1·st 111 

l-'1·d,·ral l:111cl lira! is witlti11 1111• lrn1111dari1•s 

111' ti"' I 'l1a1•11 < '11lt111·al l l,•1·it11i:1· \\'itltdrnw:il 

.\r,•;i, ;1s cl1•pi1•t1•d 1111 tl11• ~lnp: 111111 

(ii) ""-" l;111d 111· i11t1•1·,,,1 Ill l1t11d l11-

1·a11·,I ,, ii lii11 1 lw l1111111d:11·i1·s 111 t 111' ( 'lnwu 

l 'ul1111·:il I l,•nt:1:,.:,· \\'itl11li-:1\\'al .\l'l•a. :1:-- d,•. 

pi,·t ,.,1 011 t l,,· .\l:1p. 1 li:11 is a1·q11in·d liv t I,,. 

1-',·d,•1·:il t :11n·n11111•111 aft Pl' th1• d:1t1• 111' 1•11-

al't 111,•111 111' llti:, .\l'I. 
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.., laud'• d,ws 11111 i1wh11h· ll'llsl 11111d Ills dPl'i111•d iu 

3 :•wl'!io11 aitii", 111" tit I" ;{:-,, I '11it,•d St11l1•:-; ( 'nd,·I. 

,, 1:n l\l.\l 1.-Tl1t· lt•r111 ":\lap" llll'illlS till· 111ap 

6 tl,•d "l'h.11·0 ('11lt11nil llt•1·it:1~•· \\'itl11lr·,1wnl .\r1•11'' 

7 :1111I d.ill·d .\pril :2. :211l!I. 

8 (-1 l S1-:c·11t-:T.\lff.-'l'h1· 1,•n11 "S1.•1·r1•t:11·y" 1111•1111s 

10 s1,;c. •t. WJTIIDHAWAL OF CEHTAJN 1~1mtm.AL lAND IN Tim 

11 STAT!<: <W NRW MF:XlCO. 

12 (:1) I~ l1E'-'.EH.\I..-S11l>,j .. ,•1 11> 1111y ,·nlid 1•xistill)! 

13 ,·ig;ht s. t hi' l·'<'1h.·1·nl laud is \\'it ltdmw11 ft-11111-

1-4 ( 1 l all t'11n11s of 1•1111:·• 11pprnp1·iati1111, and dis-

15 p11snl 1111d,•1· tlll' p11hli,· l:1111I lnws: 

16 (:!) liwatio11 ... 1111·_,·. :11111 pat,•111 1111d1•1· 111111111g 

17 la\\'s: 1111d 

18 1:q 01wmtiu11 of t 111· 111i111•1·:il leasi11µ:, 111i1wrnl 

19 111:11t·1·i11l:-;. 1111d g-Pot lwn11:il lt•asi11g- laws. 

~() (Ii) ,\\'.\11..\HII.ITY I II-' :\I.\I' -'l'li" '.\1:ip sh:dl l11 1 1111111•· 

12 H111·1·Hll or l,1111d :\lm1ag1·1111·11I. 

23 (1•) ('11:-:,·i-;y,\;s.;1·1-: ()I-' Fi-:1>1-:1:.\L L.\;'\'I) TO ,~IJI.\.:-.: 

2-4 'l'Hllt1·::--.--;'\111withst:111di11g s11h-.1•1·tio11 {;I), tlw S1•1•1· .. 1ary 

.:,,; ltl7!J IS 



land wit 11. :111 111dinr1 Tril11• i11 :n·t•,wtl11111·1· wit 11 a 1·,•s1111r1•,• 

2 nrn11ng·1•111,•11I pl:111 1h11t is 11pprm·l'd as of' tlll' dat P of ••rnwt-

3 1111•11I or tl1is .\l'I. a.s s11lis1•qlll'lltly d1·n·l1111\'d, 111111·111l1·tl. Ill' 

4 1·1·,·is1·d i11 ,1,•1•1,rda1w1· \\'itli tlw F1•d1•r:tl L1111d l'oli,·y :1111I 

5 :\l:111:t1-!'t'l111•11t ,\t·l 111" l!171i (-1:{ l'..S.('.. 17111 l'f sc•q.) a11d 

7 SEC. 5. OIL ,\:-,.;I) GAS I.EASF. !\1ANAGF.MF.:'1,'T. 

8 1111 TEl<.,11:--.\Tt1,:,. 1 IF :\u:-.:-1 'Ht 11>1 ·, ·1~1; L1•:.\st•:s.-.\ 

9 1·11,·1·1·1•d l1·11:-w-

10 ( 1) shall a11to111ati1·:dly 1!•1·111i11at1• liy ~,p .. 1·ati1111 

11 of' l:1\\' p111·s11:111I to sc•l'lio11 17(1') or 1111' i\li1ll'nil 

12 L,•asi11:.:· ,\l'l r:11 1 · .S.! '. :!:Wt,•)) 1111d subpart :n 0~ 

13 111' title• .1:1, ('1111,· ,,r F,·d1·1·,tl Ht•g-ulatio11s (or Slit"• 

14 1·1•ss111· n·g11latiu11s); 1111<\ 

16 (I,, \\'l'l'I 1111:.\\\'.\L c 1F TEtDtJ:--:.\TEI ,. HEI .1:-.:111 risllEI >. 

17 t11C .\c'tJl'IHEl1 LE.\Sl•:s.-.\11.,· p1wti1111 111' 1111• i-'l'dc·ral l;111tl 

18 s11b_j1•1·t 111 .i ,•11\1•n·d l,•as1• t1•1·111i11n1<•d 1111d1•1· s11l1s1•1·ti1111 (Ill 

19 nr· nl lwr·\l'i-.:,• 111' r,·li11'111islll'cl or ,ll'l)lli1·,•1I 1,y t lw I '11it1•d 

20 ~t;1t,•s 1111 111· .i!'t,·r 1111' ,l;it,· 111' 1•11ar•t1111•11t 111' tlii~ .\..t 1s 

22 ( 1 l :ill r,w111-.; or 1•1111-:-·. 11pprnpn:it i1111, :incl dis-

23 p11s.il 1111d1T tit,· p11l,li,· ln111I la\\'s; 

24 

-,.. '.'l 

•S 111711 1:-1 



(:1) op<•1·111io11 Ill' 11H· rni111·1·11I h•11si11~. rnirll'ral 

2 ntat<'1·in Is, a 11d g-t·ol 1t,~r11Htl lt•c1si11g laws. 

3 SF.C. 6. EJ?FECT .. 

4 1':othi11~ i11 this Al'l-

5 ( l) nff1·1'.1S tin· 111i111·1·;tl l'ig-lits of' a11 l11tlim1 

6 'l 1ril11• 01· 1111•111l>t•1· ot' nn l11dia11 'l'riln• 111· trust land 

7 n1· :i I lot 111Pnt l.111d; or 

9 t'or \\'11lt•1-, ptt\\'1'I", ur rniul th·n•lop11n•11t 011, till' F\•d-

10 t•rnl l:111d to ;i:,;sisl 1·01111111111iti1•s :td.i111·t•11t lt1 ur i11 1111• 

I• ,..1 

•S l07ll 1H 



EXHIBIT 

Navajos, Anasazl, Chaco Canyon, and NNC Legislation No. 0366-19 

Richard M Begay, Dep't Manager/THPO 
Navajo Nation Heritage and Historic Preservation Department 

December 18, 2019 

I C 

The Navajo Nation Council Resources and Development Committee (RDC) is considering 
Legislation No. 0366-19 entitled "An Action Relating to Resources and Development Naabik'lyati' 
Committees: Opposing H.R. 2181 and S. 1079, 'The Chaco Heritage Area Protection Act of 2019', until 

such time as the Buffer zone s.urround Chaco Cultural National Historic Park is reduced to five (5) Miles". 
The sponsor, Delegate Mark A. Freeland (Becenti, Lake Valley, Nahodishgish, Standing Rock, Whiterock, 

Huerfano, Nageezi, and Crownpoint), has requested comments from the Navajo Nation Heritage and 
Historic Preservation Department (NNHHPD) regarding his legislation. 

Navajo Nation President Jonathon Nez supports the 10-Mile Buffer Zone, and I cannot disregard 
his decision. However, there are some important omissions in the proposed congressional legislation 
H.R. 2181. For instance, the legislation uses the terms "Pueblos and Indian Tribes" and does not 
specifically Identify the Navajo Nation, although the greater part of the "Chacoan World" is within the 

Navajo Nation, mostly in the Eastern Navajo Agency. The information below is meant to inform the 

Navajo Nation Council, the RDC, and others about the importance of Chaco Canyon to the Navajo 

People, which is not evident in H.R. 2181. 

Brief Background 

NNHHPD has worked hard to protect Chacoan places before the present-day efforts to establish 
a buffer zone around Chaco Culture National Historical Park. I also hope Delegate Freeland uses the 

information to strengthen his proposed legislation before the Navajo Nation Council. 

Chaco Canyon, with all its associated outlying places, and the people who lived there, the 

Anasazi (Anaas6zi)1, are Integral to the formation of the Navajo People. Navajo people have an 

enormous amount of oral history about Chaco Canyon. Our oral and ceremonial traditions tell us about 
how the Chacoan system developed, who lived there, about the architecture, the fields of corn, squash. 

and other corps, about the springs, and so on. These histories recount the cultural, social. and 
ceremonial traditions at Chaco Canyon and elsewhere. The people and the teachings that came from 

Pueblo Bonito (Tse Bfyah 'Anii'ahf), Pueblo Alto (N<idhwilbiihi Bikin), Kin Ya'a Ruin (Kin Yaa'ci), 

Shabik'eschee Village (Tse Bik'e'esch(), and other Chacoan places are part of the everyday life of Navajo 
People today. 

1 There is much public debate about the meaning of the word "Anasazi.'' The base Navajo word is Anaa~azi, or 
simply naasazr. The word has multiple meanings In multiple contexts. Here I use Anasazi to refer to the 
··prehistoric" inhabitants of the Southwest. The Navajo word is also used to refer to Paleo-Indian, Archaic, 
Basketmaker to Pl·PIV communities. and other prehistoric populations in the Southwest. such as the Hohokam 

Other terms currently in u~e for the Anasazi include Ancestral People. or Ancestral Pueblo.'The Navajo Nation 
objects to the term Ancestral Pueblo because it erases the Navajo affiliation with the Anas;izi as demonstrated 
below. 
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The Former Chaco Protection Sites Program 

s·etween.1992 and 2014;'the Navajo Nation Historic Preservation Department' had a Chaco 
Protection Sites Program. The program was authorized by Congress (P.L 96-S50) and administered 
through a cooperathie agreement with National Park Se.rvice {NPS), The primary objective of the 
program was.to oversee Ct,aco Profedion Sites ori Navajo land. The legislation identified 39 Chaco 
"great hoil~est a~d ~ore thari half of them are on Navajo lands. The remainder are on U.S. Forest 
Service (USFS). Bureau of Land Management (BLM), State of New Mexico, and private lands. In that 
agreement, the Navajo Nation and the NPS agreed to "coordinate and mutually assist In protection and 
resource management actions" both within the Chacoan Canyon NPS unit and on Navajo lands. Both 
parties also agreed to comply with all-appllcable Federal and Tribal laws in the preservation of historic 
and prehistoric sites. 

Some notable projects include work at Big House at Manuelito Canyon, Newcomb/Cemetery 
Ridge {prehistoric fields and irrigation system), Navajo rock art in Chaco Canyon. and other places within 
the Chaco Canyon and Aztec National Monument park units. The Chaco Protection Sites Program sought 
to: 

Protect sovereignty and preserve material remains of Navajo past, present. and future 
Correct 100+ years of misinformation published/taught by anthropologists and archaeologists 
about Navajo history in Southwest 
Strengthen Navajo ties to the landscape 
Encourage respect for Navajo traditional history (songs and ceremonies) 

The Navajo Nation has actively participated in the protection and management of the remains of the 
Anasazi, the ancestors of certain Navajo clans 3• Aside from the Chaco Program, NNHHPD has worked 
closely with the NPS, as well as other affiliated tribes, to repatriate and rebury human remains and 
associated funerary items within park lands. Reburial activities have taken place at Chaco Canyon, Aztec 
Ruins National Monument, and Mesa Verde National Park, and other park units In the past two decades. 
We have worked cooperatively with NPS and other tribes to ensure the remains and the places of the 
ancestors are protected and treated with respect. 

Although the Chaco Protection Sites Program no longer exists at NNHHPD, we have used the 
information collected by that program to continue to protect Chacoan sites on Navajo lands. And just as 
important, we work with local Navajo residents to protect their cultural heritage, including Anasazi sites. 

In 2017 and 2018, NNHHPD approached NPS to reinstate the Chaco Protection Sites Program. but 
there was no interest from NPS. We will continue to pursue funding for it. 

i The Historic: Preservation Department and the Archaeology Department merged in 2016, becoming the Heritage 
and Historic Preservation Department, 
'The claim of Anasazi ancestry is not exclusive. The Pueblo Indians of New Mexico and the Hopi Tribe of Arizona 
claim descendancy from the Anasazl, and the Navajo Nation does not dispute their claims of affiliation 
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Ceremonial History 

The most prominent story about Chaco Canyon is about N66hwiifbiihl, the Gambler. In Navajo 
oral history he enslaved the Chacoan people and forced them to build the structures at Chaco Canyon. 
The Gambler may be a person or a group of people. In any case, the Holy People, Dlyln Dlne'e, groomed 
a Challenger to defeat him. The story of the Challenger goes as far west as Rainbow Bridge, north of 
Navajo Mountain. The teachings about the Gambler played an Important role in the public discussions 
about the Navajo Nation's venture into casinos more than 20 years ago. 

Many present-day Navajo Holy Way (Diyin k'ehgo) ceremonies can trace a part of their origins to 
Chaco Canyon or Chacoan Outliers. These ceremonies include: 

• 'Arsdji (Eagle Way) 
• Dine binilchi 'ji (Navitjo Wind Way) 
• Dzilk '(ii (Mountain Top Way) 
• Na 'at 'oyee (Shooting Way) 
• T6ee (Water Way) 
• Tl 'eeji (Night Way) 
• Anaa'ji(Enemy Way) 

Other ceremonies that are no longer practiced, or only have minor rituals, such as Ajilee 

(Prostitution Way), 'lich'ohji (Moth/Frenzy Way), Hoozh6nee (Beauty Way), Moii'jl (Coyote Way), and 
Y6ee (Bead Way), also reference Chacoan places. 

Unfortunately, H.R. 2181 does not mention any plans to protect sites other than Chacoan sites. 
There are _literally hundreds, if not thousands, of historic and contemporary places within the proposed 
10-mile buffer zone where traditional Navajo ceremonies have taken plate. Many people do not want 
these areas disturbed. Additionally, there are places where traditional offerings are made (sacred places 
such as springs, r~ck formations), and wher~ sacred and h~rbal medicine~ and foods are

1

colle·ct~d. Other 
places include eagle gathering places,-'ood, and antelope traps/corra'ls,·niidziin. The use of these sacred 

places and plant and water resources can be traced through the teachings and traditions that came from 
the Chacoan places, from Chacoans who became certain Navajo clans. 

An example of a nonstructural place that prominently figures In Navajo tradition is Fajada Butte, 
Tse Diyili. It is an important place in several ceremonies, especially the Water Way, Night Way, and 
Mountain Top Way ceremonies. It is the home of 'Asdzcian Anilghanil (Poverty woman/Woman who will 
shrivel you up), and the butte should not be climbed for recreational purposes. In the early 1990s, I went 
on top of Fajada Butte with the late Alfred Yazzie, Dabney Ford, NPS archeologist, Klara Kelley (private 
consultant), and others to leave offerings. We sang songs and uttered prayers. We talked about the Sun 
Dagger\ and its role in Navajo ceremonialism and cosmology. 

H6zh66ji (Beauty Way, but known as Blessingway, to distinguish it from Hoozhonee, Beauty 
Way, a Holy Way Ceremony) tells the story of the Navajo from the beginning, hodeey6c:id66, and small 
versions of it are incorporated into all Navajo ceremonies. The Blesslngway narrative integrates the 
totality of origins of Navajo clans and ceremonies. It includes the story of creation of the earth, and the 

• The Sun Dagger is a rock image related to the trackmg of the Sun's seasonal movements. 
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peopling of the Southwest. It tells us how to use the plants, the water, the rocks, the trees, the soil/dirt, 
and so forth. Chaco Canyon is part of the story of our people, and it is a vital part of the Blessingway 
ceremony. The ·role or Chaco Canyon in Navajo life and ceremony is not evident in H.R. 2181'. 

. . ~ ,. .... ' - ' - ... - "' •.. -

Clan Origins 

The most prominent clan with origins In Chaco communities Is Kinyaa·~anii (Towering House 
People). They originated from Kinyao'6, a Chacoan Outlier near present~day Crown point, NM. The clan 
has three well-known subdivisions: Dzil t'ohnli Kinyoa'cianii (Mountainside People Kinyaa'6anii), 
Doatl'izhii Dine'e Kinyoa'oanii (Turquoise People Kinyao'oanii), and Tazhii Dine'e Kinyaa'6anii (Turkey 

People Kinyaa'6anii). There may be other subdivisions of Kinyaa'6anii as well. Other Navajo dans that 

come from Chacoan sites include: 

• Ashiihi (Salt Clan), Pueblo Pintado, and Wijiji 
• Hashk'oo hadzohl (Yucca Hill People), Pueblo Pintado, and Chaco Canyon 
• Kin fichil'li (Red House People), Klnlichee Pueblo (Arizona) 
• Ma'ii deeshgiizhnii (Coyote Pass People/Jemez Pueblo), Pueblo Pintado 
• To'neeszahnii (Dark Water Plant), Salmon Ruins 
• T6 'aheedliinii (People of the Confluence), Confluence of the San Juan and Los Pinos Rivers, and 

Aztec Ruin 
• Tl'izi lani (Many Goats), Salmon Ruins 
• Tl'66schl'i (Red Cheek People), Chaco Canyon and surrounding area 
• Tsin sikaadnii (Tree Grove People), Cas.imero Ruins 
• Yoo'6 dine'e (Bead People), Chaco Canyon and surrounding area 

There may be other Navajo clans that have origins at Chacoan places. The origin places of many 
Navajo clans are not documented in the existing literature. Numerous Navajo people living in the 

Eastern Agency are from the clans that originated at the places mentioned above. They are concerned 
about the management of Chacoan sites and should be included in the discussions related to any efforts 

to establish a buffer zone around Chaco Canyon. 

Conclusion 

The Navajo Nation has been a good steward of the cultural resources across Navajo Nation 
lands, including the area around Chaco Canyon. NNHHPD, as well as other Navajo Nation programs, the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA), the BLM and others are working cooperatively on the management and 
protection of cultural resources in the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the proposed 
Farmington-Mancos-Gallup Resource Management Plan Amendment (RMPA). The RMPA is for the lands 
in the greater Chaco Canyon area. 

Additionally, we work closely with the BLM in Farmington on all gas/oil lease sales and 
Applications for Permit to Drill (APO) to ensure cultural resources are inventoried and protected. This 

activity is coordinated with the BIA. The Navajo• Nation has authority over Navajo Nation lands pursuant 
to the Navajo Cultural Resources Protection Act (CMY-19-88), and also through a P.L. 93-638 contract 
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from the BIA for archaeological services, and as a designated Tribal Historic Preservation Office {THPO) 

by the NPS's Tribal Historic Preservation Program. On".f«!d~_.r~I J.and~,::t~e.,f?lf\{!".r. •1!1.~}~.i?Ll!Jl ll]£'}.a!;I; 
Allotments) a~d}he BLM .are requ_ire~_to c~.r~ult_wJ!h !.tie .Navajo fiatlpn-?n. ~-~I~f(e~ts,_ofmJneral 
extraction activities on cultural resources. The BIA.and the SLM are bound by-thec·Natlonal Hl.storic 

'-~ - . . . .. . ' .. ·· . 

PreservatfonAct (1966; as amended), to identify and manage cultural.resources within their 
jurisdictions. Other federal laws protect cultural resources include the Archaeological Resources 
Protection Act {ARPA, 1979), as well as numerous other legislations that govern Chacoan sites. 

It ls Important that any fegislaticin thatwill-affect Navajo land:use acl<now1edge and respect 
Navajo ceremonial ancfculturaf traditions. I would urge Delegate Freeland to include such wording in the 
proposed Legislation No. 0366-19, and also to advocate for appropriate wording in H.R. 2181. 

Suggested Readings 

Below is a short list of printed resources that focus on Navajo cultural history about Chaco 
Canyon, and the 'Anaasazi in general. Technical reports such as archaeological or ethnographic reports 
contain much more Information on local Navajo traditions and cultural history. Most of those reports 
are on file at the NNHHPD office In Window Rock. 

Begay, Richard M. 
2004 "Tse Biyah 'Anii'ahf: Chaco Canyon and Its Place in Navajo History", in In Search of Chaco: New 

Approaches to an Archaeological Enigma, David Grant Noble, ed. Santa Fe: School of American 
Research Press. 

Brugge, David M. 
1980 A History of the Chaco Navajos. Reports of the Chaco Center No. 4. Albuquerque: National Park 

Service, Division of Chaco Research. 

Kelley, Klara. and Harris Francis 
2019 A Dine History of Navajo/and. Tucson: University of Arizona Press. 

Linford, Laurence D. 
2000 Navajo Places: History, legend, Landscape. Salt La_ke City: University of Utah Press. 

Matthews, Washington 
1994 (1897) Navajo Legends. Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press. 

McPherson, Robert 
1993 Sacred Land, Sacred View. Provo, UT: Brigham Young University Press. 

O'Bryan, Aileen 
1993 The Dine. New York: Dover 



EXHIBIT 

I .I) 
HUERFANO CHAPTER # 91 

P.O. BOX 968 • BLOOMFIELD, NEW MEXICO 87413 • (505) 960-1400 • FAX (505) 960-3044 
RESOLUTION OF HUERFANO CHAPTER 

RESOLUTION# HUE-065·19 

REQUESTING U.S. SENATOR MARTIN HEINRICH AND U.S. SENATOR TOM UDALL TO CONSIDER 

AMENDING THE PROPOSED CHACO HERITAGE PROTECTION ACT OF 2019 TO HAVE THE PROPOSED 

TEN (10) MILES BUFFER ZONE REDUCED TO FIVE (OS) MILES; AND REQUESTING THE U.S. INTERIOR 

SECRETARY DAVID BERNHARDT NOT TO SUPPORT THE TEN (10) MILES BUFFER ZONE INDICATED IN 

THE PROPOSED CHACO CULTURAL HERITAGE PROTECTION ACT OF 2019, BUT TO SUPPORT A AVE (OS) 

MILES BUFFER ZONE 

WHEREAS: 

1. Huerfano Chapter Is a certified governmental entity of the Navajo Nation charges with the 

responsibility to solicit, promote, and protect the interest and the welfare of the chapter and its 

community pursuant to the Navajo Nation Resolution CJ20-SS, December 02, 1995 and 

Resolution CAP 34-98, adopting the Local Governance Act (LGA); and 

2. Huerfano Chapter has a population of 3000 plus residents, both registered voters and non

registered community members. The chapter is one of the largest land based chapters in 

Eastern Agency, Navajo Nation and has nine (09) sub-communities including Adobe, Blanco, 

Bisti, Carson, Gallegos, Jacquez, Hogback, Huerfano, and Otis; and 

3. The proposed 2019 Chaco Cultural Heritage Protection Act is a Congressional Bill sponsored by 

U.S. Senator Tom Udall and U.S. Senator Martin Heinrich that would permanently stop new oil 

and gas development on federal lands within ten (10} miles of Chaco Cultural National Historic 

Park; and 

4. Navajo Allotment Land Owners of Nageezi Chapter have raised concerns that U.S. Senator Tom 

Udall and U.S. Senator Martin Heinrich didn't consult with them on the proposed 2019 Chaco 

Cultural Heritage Protection Act, but the Navajo Allotment Land Owners are still willing to sit 

down with the two U.S. Senators to discuss the proposed Chaco Cultural Heritage Protection Act 

of 2019; and 

5. Navajo Allotment Land Owners within Nageezi Chapter and Counselor Chapter are being 

informed that the proposed Chaco Cultural Heritage Protection Act of 2019 will not affect new 

oil and gas development on Navajo Allotment Lands and Navajo Trust Lands, but Navajo 

Allotment Owners know It is not economical for oil and gas companies just to have new oil and 

gas development on Navajo Allotment Lands which will lead oil and gas companies to cease new 

oil and gas development on Navajo Allotment lands; and 
BEN WOODY JR. IRENE L. HARVEY LOIS Y. \VERJTO 

U!APTER PRESIOEl\i CIL.\PTER VICE PR.ESIDEN"I SECRETARY & TREASURER 

!\L\IU( A. FREELAND 
COUNCIL DELEGATE: 

VERONICA PABLO-TSO 
LAND £lOARD 

JERRY CASTIA.'i'\'O 
LANDDOARD 



Page 03 Resolution # HUE-065-19 

HUERFANO CHAPTER RESPECTFULLY REQUEST RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE OF 

THE 24TH NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL TO SUPPORT NAGEEZI CHAPTER RESOLUTION NO. NC-19-

070. 

C-E•R•T•I-F-I-C•A-T-1-0-N 

We hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was duly presented and discussed at a duly call 

meeting of Huerfano Chapter, Navajo Nation (New Mexico), at which a quorum was present, as 

same was passed by votes of 14 in favor, 00 opposed, and 04 abstentions, this 08th day of 

September 2019. 

Motion by: Pauline McCauley 
Second by: Raymond Charley 

Ben Woody Jr., Chapter President 

is Y. ~to, Secretary/Treasurer 

~ ~el.Harvey,Chapt ;gresldent 

Mark Freeland, Council Delegate 



THENAVAJONATION 

LAKE VALLEY CHAPTER 

.JONATHAN NEZ 
President 
MYRON LIZER 
Vice President 

Mark Frccl:md, Council Delcgaic; Tony Padilla, President; Edison Tso, Vice President; 13ctty S. Dennison, 
Secremryffrcasun:r; Janice Padilla. Land Oo11rd; Nan1.,-y Oro"'"• AccounlS Maintennnce Spedulist; CSC-Vacant 

L VC-OCT20-047 RESOLUTION OF LAKE VALLEY CHAPTER 

SUPPORT REQUEST TO CONGRESSIONA LEADERS (U.S. SENA TORS MARTIN HEINRJCH & TOM UDALL) TO CONSIDER 
AMENDING THE PROPOSED CHACO CULTURAL HERITAGE PROTECTION ACT OF 2019 TO HAVE THE PROPOSED TEN 
(10) MILES BUFFER ZONE REDUCED TO FIVE (5} MILES; AND REQUESTING TO THE U.S. INTERIOR SECRETARY DAVID 
BERNHARDT NOT TO SUPPORT THE TEN (10) MILES BUFFER ZONE INDICATED IN THE PROPOSED CHACO CULTURAL 
HERITAGE PROTECTION ACT OF 2019. BUT TO SUPPORT A FIVE (5) MILES BUFFER ZONE OF OIL & GAS DEVELOPMENT 
ON THE NAVAJO ALLOTMENTS LAND. 

WHEREAS: 

1. Lake Valley Chapter is a certified Navajo Nation Chapter Government, which was created pursuant to the Navajo Nation 
Council Resolu1ion No. C-J2$-55 and is delegated governmental authority wiill respecl lo local matters consistent with 
Navajo laws, induding a.rs1oms, tradillonS, and fiscal maners; and 

2. Lake Valley Chapter is empowered by lhe Navajo Nation Council to review all matters artecling the community to make 
favorable decisions in tho bast interest for the general health, safety and welfare of chapler membership through 
implementation solutions tor economic developmem, cultural preservation, recre;ilion, solid waste ma.,agemonr, elderly 
care, quafity housing, putiic safety; road maintenance; and 

J. Lake Vaney Chapter community understands lhal in pursuanl to the Navajo Nation Code (NNC) Tille 26, Local Govemanco 
Act, whlCh allows chapters to maim decisions over local mailers. This authooty In the long run all Improve community 
decision-making by allowing committees to excel and flourish, enablo Navajo loaders lo lead toward a prosperous future, 
and Improve the strength and sovereignty o/ the Navajo Na!Jon; through adoption of this Act, chapters are compelled lo 
govern with responslblllly and accountability lo the local cill:zens; and 

4. Lake Valley Chapter community understands proposed 2019 Chaco Cultural Heritage Prolecfion Act is a Congresslonal Bill 
sponsored by U.S. Senators Tom Udall and U.S. Senator Martin Heinrich that would pcrn,aoentaly stop new ocl and gas 
develoPmenl on federal lands within ten (10) miles of Charo Cultural National Historical Par!!.; and 

5. Lake Valley Chapter community understands the NavJjo Allotment Land owners cl Naoeezi Chapter have raised cooccms 
Iha! U.S. Senator Tom Udan and U.S. Senator Mart,n Heinrich didn't consult with tho land owners on the proposed 2019 
Chaco Cultural Heritage Protection Act., but !he Navajo Allotment Land owners are sllll willing to sit down with tho rNo U.S. 
Senators lo discussed propo,ed Chaco Cultural Heritage Protection Act ol 2019; and 

6. Lako Valley Chapter community understands that the Navajo Allotment Land Owners within N~ezi Chapter and 
Counselor Chapter are being told that proposed Chaco Cultural Heritage Pro:ection Act ol 2019 wiU not affect new oil and 
gas development on Navajo Allotment Lands md Navajo Trust Lands. but lhe Navajo Allotment Owner kn<m it is not 
economical f°' oil and gas compar,ies just lo have new oil and gas de-,,elopmenl Oil Navajo A.Dolmen! Lands whieh wHI lead 
oil and gas companies to crose new oil and gas clcvclopmcnl on Navajo Allotment Lands, and 

7. La~e Valley Chapter communlly understands tllat the Navajo Allotment Land Owners have met wilh Cal Curley, Stall to 
U.S. Senator Tom Udall and Jim Dumont, Staff ta U.S. Senator Martin Heinrich, al Nageezl Chap?cr to express their 
concerns on proposed Chaco Cultural Heritage Protection Act, but the Navajo Allotment Land Owners believe their 
concerns are not being conveyed to U.S. Senator Tom Udall and U.S. Senator Martin Hein rich; and 
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8. Lake Valley Chapter community understands the Navajo Allotment Land Owners expressed their concerns that the Chaco 
Cultural Heritage Protection Act of 2019 will infringe on !heir royalty payments they are receiving from o~ and gas 
development oo their allotment lands. The Navajo communilies, induding the Navajo Reservation has always been In a 
very depressed economic slalo and such development of natural re!;ources benefr! Navajo famllres by improving lheir 
livelihood; and 

9. Lake V,l/lcy Chapter communlly understands lhe Navajo Allotment Land Owners are concemcd lhat seff.Sef\'lng special 
interest Ofganizations are violaUng Ille rights c:J Navajo Allotmen: Land Owners. That such publicized demons!ralions and 
meoUngs by Uiese special interest oo outsioo gr01Jps have o,,er shado.ved the Navajo Allotm,anl Land Owners whom 
o.menlly benefirjng from on and gas devcl~I on their allotment lands; and 

10 Lake Valley Chapter communHy unocrstandS the Nava;o Allolment Land Owners do not share opinions or environmentalists 
voicing their objections on natural resources developments. These over publicized objections by the environmenlalists have . 
drowned ou1 and overshadowed Nava!o Allotment Land Owners Rights; and 

11. Lake Vaney Chapter community understands the Navajo Allotmonl Land Owneis we truly the impacted people of the Chaco 
area. These lands were patented and allotted 10 the Navajo people in New Mexico and handed down through many 
generations. These lands were given In exchange for land taken by the U.S. Government in e>:change for citizenships. 
Therefore, as Navajo People being land owners, !hey have lho right lo lease, develop, or excavate their lands; and 

12. Lake Valley Chapter communily member.I a-o also Navajo Allotm(lflt Landowners near or within Chaco Canyon locations 
1herefore, Like Valley Chapter community adopted Resolution No. LVC-OCT20-047 on October 20, 2019 to eecept & 
approve support ,equest to consider amending the prop()Sed Chaco Cultural 1-wilage Protection Ad of 201910 have the 
proposed ten (10) miles Buffer Zone reduced lo five (5) miles Buller Zone for oil & gas deveq:,rnent on tho Navajo 
Allo!ments Land. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT· 

Lake Valley Chapter of the Navajo Nation hereby approves & supPQrt Approving Resolution to supPQrt a request to Congressional 
Leaders (U.S. Seniors Martin Heinrich & Tom Udall) to consider amending the proposed Chaco Cultural Heritage Protection Act ol 
2019 lo have the proposed ten (10) macs Buffer Zone reduced lo five (5) miles: and requesting to the U.S. Interior Secretary David 
Bernhardt not to support the ten (10) miles BuHer Zooe indicaled in the proposed Cha::o Cullural Heritage Prolection Ad. of 2019, 
but to support a five (5) miles Buffer Zone for oil t.. gas development oo the Navajo Allotments Land 

CERTIFICA TlON 

WE HEREBY CERTIFY that !he foregoing reoo!ution was duly considered by the Lake Valley Chapter at a duly called chapter 
meeting at Lake V loy (New Mexico) Navajo Nahon, at which a Quorum was presenl and sW~ ~ a vole~ 
/la In favors; op ; and ...3 abstainA<l M lhis 2(1~• d;;y of October 2019. Motion by: /-,, _ · and 
seconded by • 8!Uf 1..L.1.-

Mr. Edison Tso, Vice President 

Mr. Mark Freeland. Council Delegate 



NAGEEZI CHAPTER 
EASTERN NAVA.JO AGENCY 

DISTR{CT 19 

Jonathan Nez. Navajo ~~ion President Myron Lizer. Navajo Nallon Vice-President, 

RESOLUTION OF NAGEEZJ CHAPTER 
EASTERN AGENCY, DISTRlCT 19 

RESOLUTION# NC-19-70 

REQUESTING U.S. SENATOR MARTIN HEINRICH AND U.S. SENATOR TOM UDALL 
TO CONSIDJ•:R AMENDING '11JE PROPOSED CHACO HERITAGE PROTECTION ACT 
OF 2019 TO HAVE THE PROPOSED TEN (10) .MILES BUFFER ZONE REDUCED TO 
FIVE (S) 1\fl.LES; AND REQUESTING THE U.S. INTERIOR SECRETARY DAVID 
BERNHARDT NOT TO SUPPORT THE TEN (10} MILES BUFFER ZONE INDICATED 
IN THE PROPOSED CHACO CULTURAL HERITAGE PROTECTION AC..'T OF 2019, 
BUT TO SUPPORT A .-IVE (S) MILES BUFFER ZONE 

\VHEREAS: 

1. Pursuant to 26 N.N.C. §l(B), the Nagcezi Chapter is delegated the governmental 
authority to make decisions over local matters consistent with Navajo Law, Custom, and 
Tradition and under 11 N.N.C., Part 1, Section 10, is delegated authority to mnkc local 
decisions in the best interest and welfare of the community members; and 

2. Nngeezi Chapter with the population of 2500 to 3000 residents, registered un<l non
registered voters, is made of up of nine (09) sub-communities including and not limited to: 
Nageezi, Lybrook, Twin Pfaes, Blanco, IGmbeto, Chaco Canyon, Escavada, Betoni Wash, 
Kinnad.iz, and Dzilth-na-o-dith-hlc, being one of the largest land base chapter in the 
Ea'item Agency of the Navajo Nation; and 

3. TI1c proposed 2019 Chaco Cultural Heritage Protection Act is a Congressional BiJl 
sponsored by U.S. Senator Tom Udall and U.S. Seruilor Martin Heinrich that would 
permanently stop new oil and gas development on federal lands witltln ten (10) miles of 
Chaco CuJtural National Historical Park; and 

4. Navajo Allotment Land Owners ofNageczi Chapter have raised concems that U.S. 
Senator Tom Udall and U.S. Senator Martin Heinrich didn't consult with tht!Ill on the 
proposed 2019 Chaco Cultural Heritage Protection Act, but the Navajo Allotment Lund 
Owners are still willing to sit down \\-ith the two U.S. Senators to djscuss the proposed 
Chaco Cultural Heritage Protection Act of 2019; and 

5. Navajo Allotment Land O1.\ners within Nageezi Chapter and CoW1selor Chapters 
ure being told that the proposed Chaco Cultural Heritage Protection Act of 2019 will not 
affect new oil and gas development on Navajo Allotment Lands and Navajo Trust Lands, 
but Navajo Allotment Owners know it is not economical for oil and gas companies just to 
have new oil and gas development on Navajo Allotment Lands which will lead oil and gas 
companies to cease new oil and gas development on Navajo Allotment Lands; and 

l'O BOX JOO, NAGEEZJ NM 87037, PH: (505) 960-7200. FX: (505) 960-7201 



6. Navajo Allotment Land Owners have met with Cal Curley, Staff to U.S. Senator 
Tom Udall and Jim Dumont, Staff to U.S. Senator Martin Heinrich at Nageczi Chapter to 
express their concerns on the proposed Chaco Cultural Heritage Protection Act, but Navajo 
Allotment Land Owners believe their concerns are not being conveyed to U.S. Senator 
Tom Udall and U.S. Senator Martin Heinrich; and 

7. Navajo Allotment Land Owners expressed their concerns that the Chaco Cultural 
Heritage Area Protection Act of 2019 will infringe on their royalty payments they are 
receiving from oil and gas development on their allotment lands. Navajo communities, 
including the Navajo Reservation has always been in a very depressed economic state and 
such development of natural resources benefit Navajo families by improving their 
livelihood;and 

8. Navajo Allotment Land Owners are concerned that self-serving special interest 
organizations are violating the rights of Navajo Allotment Land Owners. That such 
publicized demonstrations and meetings by these special interest and outside groups have 
over shadowed the Navajo Allotment Land O-wncrs whom currently hcnefitting from oil 
and gas development on their allotment ]ands; and 

9. Navajo Allotment Land Owners do not share opinions of environmentalists voicing 
their objections on natural resources developments. These over publicized objections by 
the environmentalists have drowned out and overshadowed Navajo Allotment Land 
Owners Rights; and 

•1 10. Navajo Allotment Land Owners are truly the impacted people of the Chaco area. 
These lands were patented and allotted to the Navajo People in New Mexico and handed 
down through many generations. These lands were given in exchange for land taken by the 
U.S. Government in exchange for citizenships. Therefore, as Navajo People being land 
owners, they have lhe right to lease, develop, or excavate their lands. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 

1. NAGEEZI CHAP'I'ER IIEREJJY REQUESTS U.S. SENATOR MART.IN 
UEINRlCII AND U.S. SENATOR TOM UDALL TO CONSIDER A.MENDING THE 
PROPOSED CHACO CULTURAL HERITAGE PROTECTION ACT OF 2019 TO HAVE 
TllE PROPOSED TEN (10) MILES BUFFER ZONE REDUCED TO FIVE (5) MILES; 
A~'D REQUESTING THE U.S. INTERIOR SECRETARY DA V1D BERNHARDT NOT TO 
SUPPORT THE TEN (10) MILES BUFFER ZONE INDICATED IN Tlffi PROPOSED 
CHACO lillRITAGE PROTECTION ACT OF 2019, BUT TO SUPPORT A FIVE (5) 
MlLESBUFFERZONE;AND 

2. NAGEEZT CHAPTER RESPECI'FULL Y REQUEST RESOURCES AND 
DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE OF THE 24TH NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL TO 
SUI>PORT NAGEEZI CHAPTER RESOLUTION NO. NC-19-070 

CERTIFICATION 

PO BOX JOO, N.-tGEEZI NM 87037, PH: (505) 960-7200, FX: (505) 960-720/ 



WE HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE FOREGOING ru;:sOLUTJON #NC-19-
070 was duly presented and discussed at a duly called meeting of Nageezi Chapter. Navajo 
Nation (New Mexico), at which a quorum was present, motioned by Delora IJesuse, 
seconded by Juan Betoni, was voted on with 20 in favor, 00 opposed, and 03 abstained, 
this 02nd day of June 20 I 9. 

l'O B0.t JOO. NAGEEZI NM 87037, PH: (505) 960-7200, FX: (505) 960-7201 



o,n101 Tsosie 
Council l>e~eu~ 

PUEBLO PINTADO CHAPTER 
HCR•79 BOX 3026 •CUBA.NEW MEXICO 87013 • (505) 655-3221* FAX (SOS) 655•5410 

Rena Murphy 
P,~1ldcnt 

Erion• Hc,nd .. r<on Rh•• Murphy-Willeto Ale• Sandoval l\osie Ott-ro 
Vite President Secret• ry/Trea>urer land board Coordinator 

RESOLUTION OF PUEBLO PINTADO CHAPTER 
EASTERN NAVAJO AGENCY PPC-07-2019-64 

Alberta 6ellard 
Account, M1lnten1nce Spe<lallst 

REQUESTING U.S. SENATOR MARTIN HEINRICH AND U.S. SENATOR TOM UDALL TO CONSIDER AMENDING THE 

PROPOSED CHACO HERITAGE PROTECTION ACT OF 2019 TO HAVE THE PROPOSED TEN (10) MILES BUFFER ZONE 

REDUCED TO FIVE (5) MILES; ANO REQUESTING THE U.S. INTERIOR SECRETARY DAVID BERNHARDT NOT TO 

SUPPORT THE TEN (10) MILES BUFFER ZONE INDICATED IN THE PROPOSED CHACO CULTURAL HERITAGE 

PROTECTION ACT OF 2019, BUT TO SUPPORT A FIVE (5) MILES BUFFER ZONE 

WHEREAS: 

1. Pursuant to 26 N.N.C. §l(B), the Pueblo Pintado Chapter is delegated the governmental authority to 

make decisions over local matters consistent with Navajo Law, Custom, and Tradition and under 11 _N.N.C., 

Part 1, Section 10, is delegated authority to make local decisions in the best interest and welfare of the 

community members; and 

2. Pueblo Pintado Chapter with the population of 2500 to 3000 residents, registered and non-registered 

voters, is made of up of nine (09} sub-communities including and not limited to: Nageezi, Lybrook, Twin Pines, 

Blanco, Kimbeto, Chaco Canyon, Escavada, Betoni Wash, Kinnadiz, and Dzilth-na-o-dith-hle, being one of the 

largest land base chapter in the Eastern Agency of the Navajo Nation; and 

3. The proposed 2019 Chaco Cultural Heritage Protection Act is a Congressional Bill sponsored by U.S. 

Senator Tom Udall and U.S. Senator Martin Heinrich that would permanently stop new oil and gas 

development on federal lands within ten ( 10) miles of Chaco Cultural National Historical Park; and 

4. Navajo Allotment Land Owners of Pueblo Pintado Chapter have raised concerns that U.S. Senator 

Tom Udall and U.S. Senator Martin Heinrich didn't consult with them 01'! the proposed 2019 Chaco Cultural 

Heritage Protection Act, but the Navajo Allotment Land Owners are still willing to sit down with the two U.S. 

Senators to discuss the proposed Chaco Cultural Heritage Protection Act of 2019; and 

S. Navajo Allotment Land Owners within Nageezi, Pueblo Pintado, and Counselor Chapters are being 

told that the proposed Chaco Cultural Heritage Protection Act of 2019 will not affect new oil and gas 

development on Navajo Allotment Lands and Navajo Trust Lands, but Navajo Allotment Owners know it is not · 

economical for oil and gas companies just to have new oil and gas development on Navajo Allotment Lands 

which will lead oil and gas companies to cease new oil and gas development on Navajo Allotment Lands; and 

6. Navajo Allotment Land Owners have met with Cal Curley, Staff to U.S. Senator tom Udall and Jim 

Dumont, Staff to U.S. Senator Martin Heinrich at Nageezi Chapter to express their concerns on the proposed 

Chaco Cultural Heritage Protection Act, bul Navajo Allotment Land Owners believe their concerns are not 

being conveyed to U.S. Senator Tom Udall and U.S. Senator Martin Heinrich; and 



7. Navajo Allotment Land Owners expressed their concerns that the Chaco Cultural Heritage Area 

Protection Act of 2019 will infringe on their royalty payments they are receiving from oil and gas development 

on their allotment lands. Navajo communities, including the Navajo Reservation has always been in a very 

depressed economic-state and such development of natural resources benefit Navajo families by Improving 

their livelihood; and 

8. Navajo Allotment Land Owners are concerned that self-serving special interest organizations are 

violating the rights of Navajo Allotment Land Owners. That such publicized demonstrations and meetings by 

these special interest and outside groups have over shadowed the Navajo Allotment Land Owners whom 

currently benefitting from oil and gas development on their allotment lands; and 

9. Navajo Allotment Land Owners do not share opinions of environmentalists voicing their objections 

on natural resources developments. These over publicized objections by the environmentalists have drowned 

out and overshadowed Navajo Allotment Land Owners Rights; and 

10. Navajo Allotment land Owners are truly the impacted people of the Chaco area. These lands were 

patented and allotted to the Navajo People in New Mexico and handed down through many generations. 

These lands were given in exchange for land taken by the U.S. Government in exchange for citizenships. 

Therefore, as Navajo People being land owners, they have the right to lease, develop, or excavate their lands. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 

1. PUEBLO PINTADO CHAPTER HEREBY REQUESTS U.S. SENATOR MARTIN HEINRICH ANO U.S. 

SENATOR TOM UDALL TO CONSIDER AMENDING THE PROPOSED CHACO CULTURAL HERITAGE PROTECTION 

ACT OF 2019 TO HAVE THE PROPOSED TEN (10) MILES BUFFER ZONE REDUCED TO FIVE (5) MILES; AND 

REQUESTING THE U.S. INTERIOR SECRETARY DAVID BERNHARDT NOT TO SUPPORT THE TEN (10) MILES 

BUFFER ZONE INDICATED IN THE PROPOSED OIACO HERITAGE PROTECTION ACT OF 2019, BUT TO SUPPORT 

A FIVE (5) MILES BUFFER ZONE; AND 

2. PUEBLO PINTADO CHAPTER RESPECTFULLY REQUEST RESOURCES AND DEVELOPMENT 

COMMITTEE OF THE 24TH NAVAJO NATION COUNCIL TO SUPPORT NAGEfZI CHAPTER RESOLUTION NO. NC-

19-070 

CERTIFICATION 

WE HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE FOREGOING RESOLUTION PPC-07-2019-64 was duly presented and discussed 

at a duly called meeting of Pueblo Pintado Chapter, Navajo Nation (New Mexico), at which a quorum was 

present, motioned by Janice Arthur, seconded by Darrell Cadman, was voted on with 14 in favor, 00 opposed, 

and 02 abstained, this 15th day of July 2019. 

Erlene 1-lender.-.on, Chapter Vice-President 

Rhea Murphy-Willeto, Secretary/Treasurer 



Jonathan Nez, President 

White Rock Local Government 
P.O. Box 660 
Crownpoint, New Mexico 87313 
Phone: (505) 786-2444 Fax: (505) 786-2447 
E-mail: whiterock@navajochapters.org 

Myron Lizer, Vice President 
WRLG-020-00 I 

RESOLUTION OF THE WHITE ROCK LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

Supporting nnd Requesting U.S. Senator M~rtin Heinrich and U.S. Senator Tom Udall to 
Consider Amending the Proposed Chaco Heritage Protection Act of 2019 to Have the Propmmd 

Ten (10) Miles Buffer Zone Reduced to Five (5) Miles; and Requesting tho U.S. Interior 
Secretary David Bernhardt not to Support the Ten (10) Miles Buffer Zone Indicated in the 

Proposed Chaco Cultural Heritage Protection Act of 2010, hut to Support a Five (5) Miles Buffer 
Zone 

WHEREAS: 

1. White Rock Local Government is a duly recognized and Governance Certified Chapter through Local 
Governance Certification and of the Five Management System Policies and Procedures, pursuant to the 
Local Governance, Title 26, N.N.C. Section 102 (B); and 

2. White Rock Local Government is vested with the authority and responsibility to promote, to receive, net 
upon and protect the interest of the general welfare of it's constituents and interact with other entities of 
the Navajo Nation and other local agencies for appropriate actions; nnd 

3. The proposed 2019 Chaco Cultural Heritage Protection Ad is a Congressional Bill sponsored by U.S. 
Senator Tom Udall and U.S. Senator Martin Heinrich that would pennanently stop new oil and gas 
development on federal lands within ten ( 10) miles of Chaco CuJtural National Historical Park; and 

4. Navajo Allotment Land Owners of Pueblo Pintado Community have raised concerns that U.S. Senator 
Tom Udall and. U.S. Senator Martin Heinrich didn't consult with them on the Proposed 2019 Chaco 
Cultural Heritage Protection Act. but the Navajo Allotment LMd Ov.ncrs nre still willing to sit down '\.Vith 
the two U.S. Senators to discuss the proposed Chaco Cultural heritage Protection Act of2019; and 

5. Navajo Allotment Land Owners within Nageczi, Pueblo Pintado and Counselor Chapters ore being told 
that the proposed Chaco Cultural Heritage Protection Act of 2019 will not affect new oil and gas 
development on Navajo Allotment Lands and Navajo Trust Lands but Navajo Allotment Owners know it 
is no economical for oil and gas companies just to have new oil and gas development on Navajo 
Allotment Lands \vhich will lead oil and gas companies to cease new oil and gas development on Navajo 
Allotment Lands~ and 

6. Navajo Allotment Land Owners have met with Cal Curley, Stnff to U.S. Senator Tom Udall and Jim 
Dumont, Staff to U.S. Scnntor mnrtin Heinrich as Nageczi Chapter to express their concerns on the 
proposed Chaco Cultural Heritage Protection Act, but Nnvajo Allotment Land Owners believe their 
concerns are not being conveyed to U.S. Senator Tom Udall and U.S. Senator Martin Heinrich; and 

7. Navajo Allotment Land Ov.rm:rs expressed their concems that the Chaco Cultural Heritage Arca Protection 
Act of 2019 will infringe on their royalty payments they are receiving from oil and gas development on 
their allotment lands. Navajo eornmunities, including the Navajo Reservation has always been in a very 
depressed economic stale and such development of natural resource benefit Nnvnjo families by improving 
their livelihood; and 

-----·-----------------------------=----------
Norman Henry, Council President Tabitha Harrison. Chapter Manager 
Vacant. Council Vice-President Tina Pablo, Administrative Assistant 
Corraino Lee, Council SecretaryfTreasurer Irwin Jim, Land Board 
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8. Navajo Allotment Land O\mers are concerned that self-serving special interest organizations are violating 
the rights of Navajo Allotment Land Owners. That such publicized demonstrations and meetings by these 

· special interest and outside groups have overshadowed the Navajo Allotment Lnnd Owners whom 
currently benefitting from oil and gas development on their allotment lands; and 

9. Navajo Allotment Land O\,11ers do not share opinions of environmentalists voicing their objections on 
natural resources developments. These over publicized objections by the environmentalists have drov:ned 
out and overshadowed Nuvajo Allotment Land Owners Rights; and 

I 0. Navajo Allotment Land Ov-mers are truly the impacted people of the Chaco area. These lands were 
patented and allotted to the Navajo People in New Mexico and handed down through many generations. 
These lands were given in exchange for land taken by the U.S. Government in exchange for citizenship. 
Therefore. as Nnvajo People being land owners, they have the right to lease, develop or excavate their 
lands. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 

l. White Rock Locnl Government supports and requests U.S. Senator Marlin Heinrich and U.S. Senator Tom 
UdnU to consider amending the proposed Chaco Cultural heritage Protection Act of 2019 to have the 
proposed ten {10) miles buffer zone reduced to five (5) miles; nnd requesting the U.S. Interior Secretary 
David Bernhardt not to support the ten (10) miles buffer zone as indicated in the proposed Chaco Heritage 
Protection Act of 2019, but to support five (5) miles buffer zone. 

2. White Rock Local Government respectfully requests the Resources and Development Committee of the 
241h Navajo Nation Council to support Pueblo Pintado Chapter Resolution #PPC-07-2019-64. 

CERTIFICATION 

We hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was duly considered at u duly caJJ~ccting ~ Rock 
Chapter, Na~~ti'!n, New Mcx.ico at which a quonrm was present, motion by5 V:)Y) , 
second by N o..ls.o o , and that same was passed by a vote of _1± in favor, -Z. opposed, 
and -4,- abstained on this 21st day of October 2019. 

Council Vice President Pro-Temp 

Horman Henry, Council President 
Vacant. Council Vice-President 
Corraine Lee. Council Secretary/Treasurer 

ouncil Presi 

/Jt:Jt...~df~ 

M:irk A FrP.P.l:mri Co11nr.il DP.IP.o:i!P. 

Tabitha Harrison. Chapter Manager 
nna Pablo, Administrative Assistant 

Irwin Jim, Land Board 



---No.lJIIAC.1J-ZClHU 

R£QUl'STlNO U.S. SENATCft MAlfflN k!1NtUOt AND U.S. SENAT0ft TOM UOALL TO CONSIDEJl AMENDING TKE 
Pl!DPOSfl) OtACO HERITAGE PltOTECTlON ACT Ofl Z01S TO HAVE Tlf! PltOl'O$W. Tffi (10) MIUS IUfftll ?ONE 
RmuaD TO F1VE (5) MILES; AND R!QUESTING THt U.S. INTtllOtl SEClttTAltY DAVID llfJtNMAAOT NOT TD SUl'POflT 
TH! 'TEN {tDJ MllE BUFRll ZON£ lNDK.AttD IN THE PflOPOSm CHACO CUL TUAAL HtRITAGl f'ROTECJ10H AC1' OF. 
2019, IUTTO SUl"f'ORT A AVE (SI Mil.I! tUFFfR l.0NIE 

WMl:IIEAS, 
1. Th• tutem N..,.Jo .Apncy Cwndl b esttbllJti.d Uldff the ~ llrwnc:h of .the N11Y11Jo Ne~ end ""in.cl by 

~JO!utlon IGRS-251-01; and 

2. Purluant 10 26 N.N.C. s«tlon 103 IOI l<!J, the ~ NnaJo ,..ency Cowldl. a ci;,nsot11um of el«tlld Chepttr Offlc111$ 
BJ!fflentlnc thltty,-one (31) airtlfled NaivtJo Nnfcr, Cl,apwrs. •P" to addreu 1nd ~a ke common 10111 end lnter.m 
for the benefit of the Efflem Na-..Jo "'9flt:V Chapters; and 

a. Purlu~ Z N.N.C S£CTION: cmt; tho rmern NIM)o t,.cencv Covndl Is Vflted with C<WelTU'llf'nt authority to ~\Ill ,11 
1111tt1rs 1tf.rnn1 the C'Clmmunlty lo mak• mOlt appropriate reconm.ndatlons when r,ecanaiv tG Iha IUYlfo Nation, 
County, State, Fedet1I and other loe11t 1ttne:lef: ,nd 

<l. Tlie propo1ed 2019 O>aco Cultu...i H~ Pro«<Uon Act Is a Conv,ulOnal 81ll 1pon1ored by U.S. Set11tor Tom Udell 
and U.S. S•natot Martin Helnrleh lhet wOUld ,,.,..,,anently atop new oll al\d ps. ~loprnent on t.de,-l i.ndl within 
ten 110) mJla of a.co Cullunl NatlOnal Hlstor1Cal Patlr.; and 

s. N1veJo Allotment landowMn within Nql!'ezl, Pueblo l"fnt.tda, 1tnd Counselor O..pten have ralstd co""'"' that U.S. 
S~lltOC' Torn UdaQ end U.S. sen•tOf' Martin HelMCh didn't Cot19Uft With thwm en Ille pr0ll(lled 201!1 Ch9co Cl.rlturaf 
H11tftaa• Protection Act. but tha N•nJo AliiatJMnt LandOWNl'S - still wtmna to alt down with the two U.S. $«nat01'1 
to dlscun tN propos,,d 0,•m C:Ultvrll IMlltap Protection Act ot 2019; and 

G. Nanjo Allotment landown.n wllhln N•c,,etl. Pue!llo Pintado, ~ CoutlStlor O,i,pte,s • nt belr"C told thlil die 
propo,l'd Chace Cultural Herttaee Protection Act ot 2019 wlll llOI affec: I\IIW Oil and ps dtwlol)ffl1tlll 011 Nl,,-.lo 
Allotmem I.ands and Navajo Trust lands, but Navajo AIIOUMnl Owner, know " IS not economlc:al for on and ps 
corJ\PIMIS Just to MW MW on Ind p1 dewlopment on NwlJo Allotment Lands which wld •ad on and au companla 
to CCIH ,,_ off and ps de-Yelopmltfrt on NmtJo Allatlnmt Lllnds: and 

7. Na,,ajo Allotment Landowners htva rntt wltll Cal Olrley, Starr A&slstant to U.S. s.n.u>r Tom Udall and Jim Dumont, 
Sulf Asmtant to U.S Sl!ffator Martin Helnr1ch at N•pnl Chapter to~• their concernt on thl' P'OPOlltd 0-.KO 
CUiturai Herltace Protection Act. but NllVIJO Alotrnent landowMrs b11tleve th.!lr c:ona,rns are not being conveyed 
to U.5. Senator Tom Udall and U.S. Senator Martin Heinrich; and 

I. N•ve)o Allotm.nt Land,,_r, npreu•dthelr concarns that thl' Ch1e0 Cu~I Heritage A"'.ii ProtKtlon Actof 2019 
wnlimrlnp on their royalty payments tn.-, ant ntcelvlncfrcm oll el'>d an development on their allotment lands, Nava Jo 
communities, lndudlna th11 N1Vll)o Reservatlon hu IIMrrf$ ~en 11'1 a v.,y dtp,-essed economic 1t1tt and such 
delldopment of natural raource$ b11nen1 Nav1Jo f.iimllles by lmprovtna thltlr Hvellhood; and 

9. Hntt)o Allotment l.andowners ••• concerned th.at self•$elVlrc Jped.11 lnter.at orpl'llutkrN are Ylotatinathwriahtsof 
NINl/0 Allotment Landowners. That ILJCh publldred dunonslr• t10N and meetf,.-s by these 1ped.al fnlat9stlnd ovtsld• 
J,0111)1 hav. CM!nhldo-d tM Nl'QJo AIICIJMnt landowne<I whom tumlntlv benetlttlrw from oll and ps 
development on their allotmant t.nds; and 

10. N;Mlfo Allotment tand-ners oo nffl share opinions of itnVlron1Mnu11sts...o1c1nc tMlt objections onnaturaf,....,....,.. 
dew!opmentl. Thesecwrpvblidudobjec:tlons byt.heenvlronmentalbuhawd'0WNld out and owrwd-.d NMl)o 
Allo! ment lal'ldownef llllhU; and 

11. Nll'llljo Allomient landowners Ir• truly tht lrnpKted people ol lhll Osaca ..... Thne landl -• pat~ and 1lotted to 
the Nnato People In Nno tM>dco al\d ts.nd..t down lhrO\llh many pn~&. These lands w.re.,.,..., In e,a:henp for 
larlll taken by the U.S. Gollenlmanl In ~np fof d!!ffl1Shll>$. lll4nfort, " NwvaJo l'eople ~Int landownen, ti.,- haw 
th• rt,l,t to rw.11, develop, or exaMta 11>a1r land1. 

-u•J 



flaw, TIIEJll'.1't)ll9!ff llDOI.VD>nLl.Tl 

l. The Ell5Um ~ ~ COundl hardly requests U.S. SeMtor M1rtl11 Helnrldl and U.S. s.Mto<Tom Wall to consider 
amend_,. die propo5ed Chaco 0ffinl tterttap l'rulec%lan Ad of 2019 to t,..,e ~ pn,posed len 110) mile ~r ront 
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BACKGROUND 

DATA 

The Department of the Interior established the Federal Indian Minerals Office (FIMO) to 
provide and Improve Indian Trust services to individual Indian beneficiaries in the 
management of their oil and gas mineral resources. The FIMO office has received multiple 
concerns and complaints regarding the proposed ten-mile leasing buffer zone around Chaco 
Culture National Historical Park (Chaco). 

FIMO currently plans to move forward with a proposed lease sale for Navajo Indian 
allotments. Pending legislation (H.R. 2181) could indirectly impact the lease sale for the 
Navajo Indian Allottees. 

Legislative {H.R. 2181) is currently pending, as currently written, would prevent certain 
federal minerals from being leased in the Chaco area. Section 3 of the pending legislation 
excludes Indian lands from this leasing prohibition. However, based on the geology ~d 
land status of the Navajo Eastern Agency, FIMO believes there potentially could be an 
indirect impact on any lease sales for Navajo Indian allotments. For example, the Mancos 
Shale reservoir lies south of Counselor, Huerfano and Nageezi Chapters and nor1h of 
Chaco Park. To maximize full extraction of the product. a horizontal lateral crossing 3-4 
miles subsurface may be required. Due to the cross jurisdictional land status in Navajo 
Eastern Agency, a proposed horizontal lateral could need to cross federal land. Thus, a 
lease sale of allotment minerals might correlate with leasing federal minerals in a reservoir 
area. An inability to lease adjacent federal minerals might impede a company from 
maximizing production from certain wells or laterals on allotment minerals. FIMO will 
continue to act pursuant to applicable federal statutes and regulations in evaluating any 
lease offers and approving any leases. See 2S U.S.C. §§ 396, 396d; 25 U.S.C. § 2102; 25 
C.F.R. part 225. 

The following information was pulled and analyzed to provide a better understanding of 
how this pending legislation could indirectly impact the development of Oil & Gas in the 
Eastern Navajo Agency. Specifically, FIMO was asked to provide the following 
information: 

1. How many oil and gas leases are potentially impacted? How much money is generated 
from these leases? When were they last leased? What is the% of Tribal ownership, if 
any, in the Individual allotment! in the park and buffer zone? 

IO Mile Buffer - Leased Allotments 
• There are currently 53 allotments that are leased within a 10 mile buffer of Chaco 
• The 53 leased allotments generates an average of $6.2 million a year in royalties for the 

· allottees. 
• There are approximately 5,462 allottees that received the amount stated above based on 

their individual allotment percentage. 
• The leased allotment covers approximately 8,479.49 acres of allotted lands 



• The Navajo Nation has percentage interest in 9 )cased allotments. 

IO Mile Buffer - Unleased Allotments 
• There are currently 418 allotments that are unlcased within a 10 mile buffer of Chaco 
• There arc approximately 16,615 allottees associated with these allotments. 
• The unleased allotment covers approximately 66,575.82 acres of allotted lands 
• The Navajo Nation has percentage interest in 288 unleased allotments. 

a. 6 allotments will be transferring from Navajo Indian Allotted to Navajo Nation 
Tribal Trust 

b. NN has SO % interest in 86 allotments. 
c. NN has 25%-49% interest in 133 allotments. 
d. NN has 1%-24% interest in 63 allotments. 

2. What would a 5 mile buffer zone look like? 

5 Mile Buffer-Unleased Allotments 
• There arc currently 51 allotments that are unleased within a 5 mile buffer of Chaco 
• There are approximately 2,111 allottees associated with these allotments. 
• The uni eased aUotrnent covers approximately 8,157.47 acres of alJotted lands 
• . The Navajo Nation has percentage interest in 38 unieased allotments. 

a. NN has 50 % interest in 4 allotments. 
b. NN has 25%-49% interest in 18 allotments. 
c. NN has 1%-24% interest in 16 allotments. 

\ 



• The Navajo Nation has percentage interest in 9 leased allotments. 

10 Mile Buffer - Un leased Allotments 
• There are currently 418 aJJotments that are unleased within a 10 mile buffer of Chaco 
• There are approximately 16,615 allottees associated with these allotments. 
• The unteased allotment covers approximately 66,575.82 acres of allotted lands 
• The Navajo Nation has percentage interest in 288 unleased allotments. 

a. 6 allotments will be transferring from Navajo Indian Allotted to Navajo Nation 
Tribal Trust 

b. NN has 50 % interest in 86 allotments. 
c. NN has 25%-49% interest in 133 allotments. 
d. NN has 1 %-24% interest in 63 allotments. 

2 • . What would a S mile buffer zone look like? 

S Mile Buffer- Unleased Allotments 
• There are currently S 1 allotments that are unleased within a 5 mile buffer of Chaco 
• There are approximately 2,111 allottecs associated with these allotments. 
• The unleased allotment covers approximately 8,157.47 acres of allotted lands 
• The Navajo Nation has percentage interest in 38 unleased allotments. 

a. NN has 50 % interest in 4 allotments. 
b. NN has 25%-49% interest in 18 allotments. 
c. NN has 1%-24% interest in 16 allotments. 
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-. EXHIBIT 
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. ~. . . 
RESOLUJlON OF 

. PUEBLO PINTADO CHAPTER 
PPC..o2-2023- 0~ 

PUEBLO PINTADO CHAPTE~ SUPPORTS AND APPROVE TIIE RESCINDING TIIE POSmON pF 
A FIVE (5) MILE BUFFER ZONE AROUND CHACO CANYON PARK ',I'() A ZERO. (0).NO BUFFER 
ZONE AROUND CHACO CANYON PARK AS rr WAS INDICATED IN THE- PROPOSED CHA~O 
HERTIAGE PROTECTION AcrOF20J9 BY U.S. INTERIOR SECRETARIES D°EB fLMLAND • ..,,,._. 

WHEREAS: 

J. Pursuant to 26 N.N.C. Section .3(A) the Pueblo Pinta.do Chapter is~ duly recognized certified Chaptcr'.of 
the Navajo Nation Government as stated at l lN.N.C., Part 1 Sectwn 10; ~d · 

2 P.ursuantto 26 "N.N.C. Section l(B} the Pueblo Pintado Chapter is vested with the authority to review'all 
matters affecting the community and make appropriate corrections when necessary, and make'. a 
recommendation to the Navajo Nation and other local ageflcies for appropriate actions; and 

3. Pueblo Pintado Chapter has been battling the Proposed Chaco Heritage Protection .Act of 2019 by UjS. 
Interior Secretary Deb Haaland and Assistant Secret.al)' David Bernhardt because ft will have a detin~ 
negative imp:ict on Navajo allotment owners riving in this northwest region·.of State ofNew Mexico. · 

4. Pueblo Pintado Chapter and the community bas always supported the development of oil and gas on their 
lands because it provides income fQr Nnvajo families so-they can support their f!lftlilies and pay for-the 
education of 'their children. · 

S. PuebtoPfotadd Chapter did attempt:to a concession of a ~v~ (S) mile buffer zone as an attempt to negotiite 
a resolution but U.S. Department of interior and C<>ngressional delegation of New Mexico forges ahe;ad 
without any change of heart in their attempts to place a buffer zone in and around the Chaco NatiOJJ-lll 
Parle. . 

6. Pueblo Pintado Chapter was further notified that, in addition to a Chaco buffer zone another attempts_ to 
withdraw approximately .352,000 acres of public; land was being proposed to be withdrawn by q.s 
Departmentoflnterior~ These efforts of public land withdrawal has been expedited by ~or Departm¢nt 
via Bureau of Land Management offices in Fannington and Albuquerquef, during a COVID 1.9 pa.ndeniic 
period. when Navajo land users were npt allowed to meet face to face in so-called a -number of public 
hearings. · t 

7. Navajo people havo been land users for Checkerboard land region in northwest New Mexico since at I~ 
1868 when the Navajo and U.S. Government Treaty\lr.!S signed.. Even prior to 1868. Navajo people were 
forced off this region PD The Long Walk to Fort Sumner imprisonment camp. The Navajo people returned 
home to this region after a treaty was reached. · _ 

1t Navajo people has traditional respected the Chaco Caqyon National Parle ruins.located in the canyom, Ittt 
behind by the pueblos. whQ lived on this location 11Dd have moved on. Historically Navajo people hive 
transcended down from Alas~ Canada and northwest United States and have left markings mid ruins in 
those regions. but Navajos do not force any buffer zones in those regions, in the midst of tribes now-
occupying thoso Jocatlons. · 



.. --... 

9. NlMljO ~oplc llv1ng in 'lli\S ln tin, Checkerboard.region strongly rcalim that thero are no buffet zories. 
bolng cmblt.shed lltO\lnd MY natiomil parks in tlni!cd ~mtcs an_d qu=tlona the mson and goals-·<Jf 
Sec:n,iacy oflnterlor. Deb Haaland. A c:onflict oflntcmt o~ous exists oflntetior Secrotluy Deb ff11aland, 
when sho started this disput~ via an attempt of a Congiwsional Bill when ahc was a Cori~an ilnd 
a member of.the puebloirlbe • 

lU. Pueblo P-intado Chaptertakes.tf\e position that the<:urrentJy boutidruyf~ce lino safegua!"ling.Jl1c.£baco . 
Canyon Is aulliciont and lu:s bccen Jn placo font l~ t2~years. even though Navajo people ~l~ · 
out~ftl)csiu;anyons. P.urth~ore, that an, mllolent law,.alro«dy. on thuedcral Oil and Oas.Rcgu~ions 
to protect any findings ofbonea end potmlos whon '®nd ~r.uno~ 

. . 
Il. Ch~~N,tlo_nnll'.ark,\'.Ctlfcnccil inaix{6)li~Jo'JWo.JmcmJJilJ!~up1ut6fthe c~~¢n(~ 

·- Cany?tNa.C4inat.P~J,9\uJdat,·.Navajo.Allotqt~«?:W11cr.,ilftq1;~~ sfx,(6):fiave.MYOibeon,e9inpi1~etJ 
for~·n~~i-~l~~cn~,,~ the·P11rk Servl;o'.as'thella!l~IT!{f_:1'1:1.~k P.Q~tinu~~UecU,,Viinuestooay •. 

l2.}livajo: peoete t~yt appreciate {~c:~iiionn,i'-tiio f~or~4~ ~.11/g~atf~ ~. N~aj11J'lation 
Jle_sou~:~nd w,velopment CQmm[~ _an~ f¢htlet•Na,filJO:~atk!q.~ld~f Jgn}1/t.4JJ Net (rt their 
iupport.q(No Buffi:rzone. it rid id~rtily objects.~ .the wi~dra wnlof3_~~~Ci ~~p,ubl{Q.J~J~ tlt~ 
"he~~~bO!lfd t~gi~rfof nortliwcit New¥~1~.i\:letttr. of1ho3_c(lb)eotlori! ~-vli\~~yaJo C~II 
-n:scilall!;nu 11nd.itletter l,y former Nmfo ~a~onPresldcn ('lonnthl!rt ~1~Biden/PrcsldentoflJnite<J 
~~- . . . . . 

NOW THEREFORE RE IT RESOLVED THAT 

1. ~blQ~tnra~o Cliapter1ierobyRB,SC~S. lh{!;posHicrr:C>.ttcfive:(5' buffc~ zimc.}J) a zortr(O) buffer 
.~n~.,cra:buffcr.zone arooiid tn~<:enyon Ne.tionalPJirk,·as ii Wf..S l~W£atcd in the Propo~ Clmco 
Rerftage Protcctl~n~ct ~f2019. byJ).$. fntcriotS~t,e6 fiaaland, 

CERTIFICATION 

~ p~ke President x.....::, 

Pueb.19 .Pintado Chapter 

" . 



EXHIBIT 

THE NAVAJO NATION 
JONA TIIAN NEZ. PRESIDENT 
MYRON LIZER, VICE PRESIDENT 
DANIEL TSO, COUNCIL DELEGATE 

3 
WHITEHORSE LA 

Artice Chavez - Chapter President 

Derrick Tso Yazzie - Chapter Vice President 

Frannie George - Chapter Secretary/I'reasurer 

Clyde Yazzie-Land Board 

VACANT - Community Services Coordinator 

VACANT - Accounts Maintenance Specialist 

HCR 7' Box 4069 C• ba. ~-· Mexico 87013 (!105) 655-..~0 Fu: (!,05) 6.-\.~S.CJ0/~I..., whltehorsdak~wa,·•~h•ptcn.org 

WHLC 2-22-033 Whitehorse Lake Chapter is in opposition to the 10-mile buffer zone around the Chaco 
Culture National Historical Park per the request of the All-Pueblo Council of Governors and as supported 

by Secretary Dab Holland. This buffer zone will have a negative economic impact on Navajos who own 
allotted lands within the buffer one which will seriously affect royalty payments currently received from 

oil and gas development on their lands. 

WHEREAS: 

I. Pursuant to 26 N.N.C. Section 3 (A) Whitehorse Lake Chapter is a duly recognized certified 
chapter of the Navajo Nation Government as listed at II N.N.C. part I, section 10; AND 

2. Pursuant to 26 N.N.C. section I (8) is vested with the authority to review all matters affecting the 
community and to make appropriate corrections when necessary and make recommendations to the 
Navajo Nation and other local agencies for appropriate action; AND 

3. The Whitehorse Lake Chapter is a duly certified Local Government entity of the Navajo Nation with the 
responsibility to promote and protect the interest and welfare of its community people pursuant to Title 
11, section 4001 (a) of the Navajo Tribal Code;AND 

4. Whitehorse Lake Chapter has been informed of efforts by the All-Indian Pueblo Council and the 
Department of Interior to impose a buffer zone surrounding the Chaco Culture National Historical Park 
without the input of the Navajo people; AND 

5. Navajo people who own allotted lands in the area affected by the proposed buffer zone have not been 
allowed to voice their objection to this devastating action; AND 

6. Whitehorse Lake Chapter has been informed that the Navajo Nation President has written objection to 
this action by the Department of Interior; AND 

7. Numerous Navajos who have owned for many years allotments in the affected area will be overtly 
impacted negatively in their dependence on income realized from royalties in the area proposed for the 
buffer zone; AND 

8. Navajos have been dealing with overbearing poverty for too years and this action will only make the 
poverty situation greater and more devastating for our children, elderly and disabled. 

TIIEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED TIIAT 

Whitehorse Lake Chapter strongly opposes the 10-mile buffer zone around the Chaco Culture National 
Historical Park action being contemplated by the All Indian Pueblo Council and supported by the 
Department oflnterior Secretary Deb Holland as such devastating action will overtly negatively impact 
the income realized by Navajo allottees in the proposed buffer zone. 



CERTIFICATION 

We certify that the foregoing resolution was duly considered by Whitehorse Lake Chapter at a duly 
called meeting in Whitehorse Lake, Navajo Nation at which a quorum of Chapter members was 
present and the same was passed by a vote of~ in favor .Q opposed and l abstained this 15th day of 
March, 2022. 

Motion: _ _,;M=a=rt=h=a-=C=h=a"""rl,,._ey,.__ Second: __ C=l ... y-de~Y.=azz=ie'--_ 

Daniel Tso, Council 
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The Navajo Nation I Yideesk4ijdi Nitsahakees 
LAKE VALLEY CHAPTER 

Danny Simpson, Council Delegate I Tony Padilla, President I Edison Tso, Vice President I Betty S. Dennison, Secretaiyffreasurer 
Janice Padilla, Land Board I Lucinda Begay, Community Service Coordinator I Accounts Maintenance Specialist- Vacant 

LVC-FEB12-029 RESOLUTION OF LAKE VAUEY CHAPTER 

RESCIND RESOLUTION #LVC-OCT20-047 (SUPPORT REQUEST TO CONSIDER AMENDING THE PROPOSED CHACO CULTURAL HERITAGE PROTECTION ACT OF 2019 
TO HAVE THE PROPOSED 10-MILES BUFFER ZONE "REDUCED" TO 5-MILES BUFFER ZONE); BUT FURTHER REQUEST TO SlRONGLY SUPPORT "NO BUFFER ZONE" 
THAT Will AFFECT LAKE VALLEY COMMUNITY AS WELL AS THE NAVAJO ALLOTMENT LANDOWNERS INTERRUPTING THEIR FUTURE LAND STATUS RELATING TO 
BUFFER ZONES PLANNING. 

WHEREAS: 

l Lake Valley Chapter is a urtified Navajo Nation Chapter Government, which was created pursuant to the Navajo Nation Council Resolution No. C-J25-55, is delegated 
governmental authority with respect lo local matters consistent with Navajo laws, including customs, traditions, and fiscal mallers; and 

2. Lake Valley Chapter is empowered by the Navajo Nation Council ta review all matters affecting the community lo make favorable decisions in !he best interest far the general 
health, safety and welfare of chapter membership through implementatilln solutions for economic development, cultural preservation, recreation, solid waste management, 
elderly care, quality housing, public safety. road maintenance; educational support for community students; and 

3. Lake Valley Chapter communities understand that in pursuant to the Navajo Nation Code (NNC) TIiie 26, Local Governance Ac!, which allows chapters to make decisions over 
local matters. This authority in the long run au improve community decision-making by allowing committees to excel and nourish, enable Navajo leaders to lead toward a 
prosperous future, and Improve !he strength and sovereignly af !he Navajo Nation; through adoption of this Act, chapters are compelled to govern with responsibility and 
accountability to the local citizens; and 

4. Lake Valley Chapter community met on January 8, 2023 Planning Meeting to discuss and plan upcoming business items to be placed on !he agenda In pmious support by the 
Eastern Navajo Counci~ it was recommended all Chapters to go with 5-mile Buffer Zone; not 10-miles. Far !his reasan. Lake Valley Chapter supported the five (SJ-mite Buffer 
Zone wilhoul realizing !hat it will affect !he chapter community people residing within or near !he area of identified buffer zone. Nol all Eastern Navajo Chapters were in favor. 
It was report that the Secretary af !he lnteriar Debra Haaland visited Chaco Canyon and went back lo Washington, DC to favor/changed lo 10-mile Buffer Zane initiative step in 
support of the Pueblo Indian Tribe surrounding !he Chaco area This is conflict of interest because Secretary Debra Haaland is a Laguna Pueblo Indian within that region. 
Nineteen (19) Tribes are in favor. The Navajo Nation President and Vice President needs lo gel involved; maybe have another Town Hall meeting having majority af cammunity 
people overturn it being together on one page. For this reason, lake Valley established another resolution to overturn their previous appruval af 5-miles Buffer Zone and go 
with 'NO BUFFER ZONE' that will affect Lake Valley community people, especially the Navajo Allotment Landowners !hat will interrupt !heir futurt land status; and 

5. lake Valley Chapter community adopted Resolution No. LYC-FEB12-029 presented an February 12, 2023 to support strongly rescind 5-miles Buffer Zane initiative planning which 
is in !he best interest of the community people of Lake Valley Chapter. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 

Lake Valley Chapter of the Navajo Nation hereby approves to "RESCINDw Resolution #LVC-OCT20-047 (Support Request to Consider Amending the Proposed Chaco 
Cultural Heritage Protection Act of 2019 to have the Proposed 10-miles Buffer Zone reduced to 5-miles Buffer Zone); but further request to STRONGLY SUPPORT "NO 
BUFFER ZONFTHAT Will AFFECT LAKE VALLEY COMMUNITY AS WELL AS THE NAVAJO ALLOTMENT LANDOWNERS INTERRUPTIHG THEIR FUTURE LAND STATUS RELATIHG TO 
BUFFER ZOHES PLANNING. 

CERTIFICATION 

WE HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing resolution was duly considered by the Lake Valley Chapter at a duly called chapter meeting at Lake Valley 
(New Mexico} Navajo Nation, at which a quorum was present and that same was passed by a vote of seven m in favors, zero {OJ opposed and four 00 
abstained on this 12th day of February 2023. Motion by GLENN PABLO; and second by SHERNESDNE DICK. 

( ___ j· (_- <"' __ :-- -
r-- ~ ,, ___ _ 

·- ) 
Mr. Tony Padilla Jr., Chap!e~sid"cnt Mr. Edison Tso, Chapter Vice President 

Mr. Danny Simpson, Council Delegate 
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RESOLUTION OF NAGEEZI CHAPTER 

EASTERN AGENCY, DISTRICT 19 

RESOLUTION # NC 23-032 

5 

RESCINDING THE POSITION OF A FIVE (5) MILE BUFFER ZONE AROUND CHACO CANYON PARK 
TO A ZERO (O) NO BUFFER ZONE AROUND CHACO CANYON PARK AS IT WAS INDICATED IN THE 

PROPOSED CHACO HERTIAGE PROTECTION ACT OF 2019 BY U.S. INTERIOR SECRETARIES DEB 

HAALAND AND DAVID BERNHARDT AND NOW SUPPORTED BY SENATOR BEN RAY LUJAN AND 

CONGRESSWOMAN TERESA LEGER FERNANDEZ BY PROPOSED CONGRESSIONAL BIUS. 

WHEREAS: 

Pursuant to 26 N.N.C. 1(8), the Nageezi Chapter is delegated to the governmental authority to 

make decision over local matters consistent with Navajo Law, Custom and Tradition and under 

11 N.N.C. Part 10 also delegated authority to make local decisions in the best interest and 

welfare of the community members; and, 

Nageezi Chapter with the population of 2500 to 3000 residents, registered and non-registered, 

is made up of {09) sub-communities including and not limited to Nageezi, Lybrook, Twin Pines, 

Blanco, Kimbeto, Chaco Canyon, Escavada, Betoni Wash, Kinnadiz and Dzilth-na-o-dith-hle, 

being one of the largest land based Navajo Chapter in Eastern Navajo Agency of the Navajo 

Nation. There are approximately 30,000 Navajo Allotment owners in Checkerboard, northwest 

New Mexico; and, 

Nageezi Chapter has been battling the Proposed Chaco Heritage Protection Act of 2019 by U.S. 

Interior Secretary Deb Haaland and Assistant Secretary David Bernhardt because it will have a 

definite negative impact on Navajo allotment owners living in this northwest region of State of 

New Mexico. 

Nageezi Chapter and the community has always supported the development of oil and gas on 

their lands because it provide income for Navajo families so they can support their families and 

pay for the education of their children. 



Nageezi Chapter did attempt to a concession of a five (5) mile buffer zone as an attempts to 
negotiate a resolution but U.S. Department of interior and Congressional delegation of New 
Mexico forges ahead without any change of heart in their attempts to place a buffer zone in and 

around the Chaco National park. 

Nageezi Chapter was further notified that, in addition to the a Chaco buffer zone another 
attempt to withdraw approximately 352,000 acres of public land was being proposed to be 
withdrawn by U.S Department of Interior. This efforts of Public land withdrawal has been 
expedited by Interior Department via Bureau of Land Management offices in Farmington and 
Albuquerque., during a COVID 19 pandemic period, when Navajo land users were not allowed to 

meet face to face in so-called a numbers of Public hearings. 

Navajo people have been land users for Checkerboard land region in northwest New Mexico 
since at least 1868 when the Navajo and U.S. Government Treaty was signed. Even prior to 
1868, Navajo people were forced off this region on The Long Walk to Fort Sumner imprisonment 
camp. The Navajo people returned home to this region after a treaty was reached. 

Navajo people has traditional respected the Chaco Canyon National Park ruins located in the 

canyons, left behind by the pueblos, who lived on this location and have moved on. Historically 

Navajo people have transcended down from Alaska, Canada and northwest United States and 
have left markings and ruins in those regions but Navajos do not force any buffer zones in those 
regions, in the midst of tribes now occupying those locations. 

Navajo people living in the in the Checkerboard region strongly realizes that there are no buffer 
zones being established around any national parks in United States and questions the reason 
and goals of Secretary of Interior Deb Haaland. A conflict of interest obvious exists of Interior 

Secretary Deb Haaland, when she started this dispute via a attempts of a Congressional Bill 
when she was a Congresswoman and a member of the pueblo tribe. 

Nageezi Chapter takes the position that the currently boundary fence line safeguarding the 
Chaco Canyon is sufficient and has been in place for at least 120 years, even though Navajo 
people were forced out of these canyons. Furthermore that are sufficient laws already on the 
Federal Oil and Gas Regulations to protect any findings of bones and potteries when found or 
uncovered. 

Otaco Canyon National Park even fenced in six (6) Navajo Allotment lands as part of the existing 
Chaco Canyon National park boundary. Navajo Allotment owners of these six (6) have never 
been compensated for use of these allotments, by the Park Service as the National park 
continue to collect revenues today. 

Navajo people truly appreciate the positions of the former 24th Navajo Nation Council, Navajo 
Nation Resource and Development Committee and Former Navajo Nation President Jonathan 
Nez in their support of No Buffer zone and adamantly objects to the withdrawal of 352,000 
acres public lands in the checkerboard region of northwest New Mexico. A letter of these 



. ' 
objections were made via Navajo Council resolutions and a letter by former Navajo Nation 

President Jonathan Nez to Joe Biden, President of United States. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT Nageezi Chapter hereby RESCINDS the position of a 

five (5) buffer zone TO a zero (0) buffer zone. no buffer zone around the Chaco Canyon 

National Park, as it WAS indicated in the Proposed Chaco Heritage Protection Act of 2019 by 

U.S. Interior Secretary Deb Haaland and David Bernhardt and now supported by Senator Ben 

Ray Lujan and Congresswoman Teresa Leger Fernandez by proposed Congressional Bills. 

CERTIFICATION 

WE HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE FOREGOING RESOWTION NC 23-032 was duly presented and 

discussed at duly called meeting of Nageezi Chapter, Navajo Nation, (New Mexico), at which a 

quorum was present, motioned by Johnny Russell, seconded by Wallace Castillo , was voted on 

with 14 in favor, 00 opposed and 01 abstained, this 06th day of February, 2023 

Ervin Chavez, Chapter Presi ent 

ATTEST: NC 23-032 

Rory Jaque , Chapter Vice President or 

Jessica Platero Chapter Secretary 



#_ 25th Navajo Nation .Council 
Naabik'iyati' Committee Meeting 

Date:April27,2023 
Legislation 0076-23: Rescinding Resolution NABIJA-05-20 ..... . 
M: N.Begay S: B.Jesus ----------
ALL DELEGATES: BY COMMITTEE: 

Nay Yea Nay TOTAL 

Steven R. Arviso 1 
Lomardo Aseret 1 PARRISH, Shaandiin 

Helena Nez Begay 1 SLATER, Carl 

Norman M. Begay 1 ASERET, Lomardo 
Shawna Ann Claw 1 BEGAY, Norman M. 
Eugenia Charles-Newton Exe CROTTY, Amber Kanazbah 

Amber Kanazbah Crotty NV DAMON, Seth 

Crystalyne Curley CNV CNV 

Herman M. Daniels, Jr. 1 
Seth Damon Exe SIMONSON, Germaine 

Vince R. James 1 BEGAY, Helena Nez 

Brenda Jesus 1 
Casey Allen Johnson Exe 
Andy Nez 1 
Rickie Nez 1 
Nathan Notah 1 
Shaandiin Parrish 1 YAZZIE, Cherilyn 

Germaine Simonson NV ARVISO, Steven R. 

Danny Simpson 1 DANIELS, Herman M. 

Carl Slater Exe 
George Tolth 1 
Otto Tso Exe 
Curtis Yanito 1 JOHNSON, Casey Allen 

Cherilyn Yazzie CLAW, Shawna Ann 

NEZ, Rickie 
SIMPSON, Danny 

TSO, Otto 

CURLEY, Crystalyne 

GRAND TOTAL 15 (Votes only in a tie) 
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